FURLING GEAR

Furling gear has now been perfected to the point that it is nearly foolproof, and can be used as a temporary reefing system for the headsail, as well as for furling the sail.  There are many good brands on the market, but I would recommend two of the top rated ones, Profurl and Harken.  Profurl uses a round foil on the stay, in approximately 7' sections, and is used by most of the round the world sail​ors.  Harken uses an airfoil shaped tube, also in 7' long sections.

For the W28 I would recommend the Profurl Model C 350 or the Harken ESP Unit #1.  For the W32 I would recommend the Profurl Model C 350 or the Harken ESP Unit #1.  For the W42 or W43, the Profurl Model C 420.

The Profurl Model C 350 has a single groove, as does the Harken ESP Unit #1.  The Model C 420 has two grooves, so that a sail change can be made with one still up, or you can run two sails on the foil at the same time when sailing downwind.  All of these units should include the long link plates to keep the drum just above the turnbuckle, so that the foot of the sail does not interfere with the pulpit.

The headstay on the W28 is about 38', on the W32 about 45', the W42 standard mast about 53', and the W42 tall mast, about 58'.  The Profurl C 350 has a standard maximum length of 47'.  The standard Harken ESP Unit #1 has a maximum foil length of 46'.  The Profurl C 420 standard system has a maximum length of 60'.  

To install any of these units on the headstay, the lower end fitting needs to be a swaged stud that will slip through the foil, and screw directly into the turnbuckle body.  Since most boats have a marine eye swaged on the lower end, and the headstay probably is the original ones, I would recommend installing a new headstay when installing the furling system.  You would need to take the measurement of the stay to the end of the threaded stud in the turnbuckle.  Or take the measurement of the overall length including the turnbuckle, and I can adjust the length accordingly if I know the brand of turnbuckle you are using.

I saw a furler that I was really impressed with at a recent Northwest Westsail rendezvous.  It was on Steve van Tuyl's Westsail 32, and he has had it for over a year and is extremely well pleased with the unit.  The big advantage is that it can be installed over an existing stay without removal of the stay, except for installing the drum at the bottom.  No need to go aloft to remove the stay or replace the eye fitting at the lower end.  It has sheeves at the top of the foil, and the halyard comes back down the foil, so there is no load on an upper swivel.  

I checked with the manufacturer, and can get them at a good price.  You can check it out at www.alado.com.  The Model A3 is the one he used for the headstay, which is 9/32” wire.  The Model A2 could be used for the staysail on the W32, which is priced much lower, but the stay would have to be replaced with one of 1/4" wire.  This would be ideal for the W28, which has ¼” stays.  You can contact Steve if you are interested at ironworks@localaccess.com.  The also have larger units suitable for the Westsail 42 and 43.
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