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MAST SERVICING

One of the most important, but usually least looked after parts of the boat is the mast and rigging.  Fortunately, Westsail supplied a mast section and standing rigging on the boats that was oversize for the sail area, and there have not been many mast failures that I have heard of.  

If you have not done so in all these years, the mast should be lowered, the sheaves at the masthead removed, cleaned, and lightly greased, and all of the fittings carefully checked.  On many of the masts, the linear polyurethane paint has bubbled up around the stainless fittings, caused by the contact of the stainless with the aluminum.  When replacing the fittings, it is wise to insulate the fitting away from the mast to minimize this problem, and an easy way to do this is to use a layer or two of silver duct tape on the back of all fittings, and also use Neverseize compound on the screws.

On masts with a closed base, it is very important to have a small drain hole drilled into the side of the mast just above the base to let any water out, and let air in.  Rainwater can enter the top of the mast, and naturally collects at the bottom, and needs to be drained out.  If not, you will experience corrosion of the aluminum at the base of the mast, severe bubbling of the paint, and possible water entry into the plywood core of the raised boss on the cabintop.  If water gets into the plywood and causes rot, then it becomes a major job to remove the core from the raised boss, rebuild it, and fiberglass over.  I know of a few owners that have had to do this, and it was not of your more pleasant or inexpensive jobs.

A fairly easy repair of a dished down mast boss on the cabintop can be accomplished with the following procedure.  Take the mast off, and remove the aluminum base on the cabintop.  Carefully cut the fiberglass just inside the exterior line of the mast base with a router.  Remove the fiberglass piece, and remove all of the soft plywood, possibly going all the way down to the fiberglass on the inside of the deck lamination if necessary.  Saturate the area with epoxy resin.  Build up the removed wood area with solid wood, saturated with epoxy resin, then stick the fiberglass piece back down.  Fill the routed groove with epoxy putty.  Now reinstall the aluminum mast base, and since it covers the groove, there will not be any gelcoat repair necessary.

Normal maintenance of the mast would include careful inspection to look for loose bolts, cotter pins gone from the clevis pins, fractures of the welded bases of the spreaders, elongation of the holes on the inboard base of the spreaders, fractures of the stainless spreader brackets attached to the mast, and seizing of the sheaves on the masthead.  If you periodically apply a coat of wax to the mast surface, it will keep it clean as well as protect it.  Using a good rubbing compound will usually clean up the halyard marks on the mast, and then applying wax will generally restore most of the finish on the mast.  The bubbling can be scraped off, primed with a zinc chromate primer, and touched up with an epoxy paint.

A majority of the Westsail 32's, and many of the 28's, were supplied with a tabernacle mast base, yet most owners have never attempted to lower their mast themselves.  The procedure is not difficult, and as long as care is taken while doing it, it is a relatively safe and easy procedure, albeit somewhat scary the first time through.  See page A-21 for the procedure.
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