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locker bulkhead, the boomkin, and the rudder cheeks.  In an extreme case, they got into the wood trim on the interior of the boat, and in the plywood core on the cabintop.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1If you do find the telltale droppings, or holes in the wood, you need to seal and fumigate the boat to be sure and get rid of them.  If they are only on the exterior wood, then a treatment with one of the insecticide sprays, and sealing the wood with saturating epoxy should take care of the problem.  

The paint on the mast on most boats will show some bubbling after all of these years, especially around the stainless fittings and stainless screws.  This is linear polyurethane paint, and stands up very well to the elements, but after 35 to 40 years the paint does degrade (yes, the first Westsail we built was No. 37 in the spring of 1972).  In many cases, you can scrape the worst of the places, prime with a zinc chromate primer, and touch up with a one-part urethane or epoxy paint.  After all of these years, if the mast has never been removed and properly serviced, then you might consider taking it down, removing all of the hardware, and refinishing the paint, replacing all of the wiring in the mast, and lubricating the sheaves.  If you do decide to tackle this job, and need any replacement parts, contact me and we should be able to get them for you.  Most of the masts were made by LeFiell, and they are still in business.  The other mast builders were Sparcraft (now part of IMI Kenyon and still in business) and Superspar and Royal Marine (not in business, but some of the other mast builders parts are interchangeable).  If you have a fixed base on the mast, as opposed to the tabernacle, a potential problem area is with water collecting inside the mast at the base, and causing degradation of the aluminum at the bottom of the mast, or rot in the plywood core of the boss on deck that supports the mast.  There should be a small hole drilled in the side of the mast about 1/2" above the base to let water drain and air inside to keep it dry.  Stick a coathanger in the hole from time to time to be sure it is clear.  

If you have noticed cracking of the gelcoat on the centerline of the hull at the bow and stern, do not be too alarmed as this is cosmetic and not structural.  Since the hull on most of the boats was made in two pieces, and centerbonded together from the inside while the boat was still in the mold, the structural integrity is there, but the seam on the outside needed to be ground smooth, filled with putty, and touched up with gelcoat.  This putty tends to harden and not flex with age, and the gelcoat cracks or lifts.  If you have noticed this condition, and it is prevalent on most boats, and want to cosmetically repair it, then fill the cracks with an epoxy putty, and touch up the gelcoat.  
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