CENTERLINE BONDING OF THE HULL

If you have noticed cracking of the gelcoat on the centerline of the hull at the bow and stern, do not be too alarmed, as this is a cosmetic, and not structural, problem.  Since the hulls on most of the boats were made in two pieces, and centerbonded together from the inside while the boat was still in the mold, the structural integrity is there, but the seam on the outside needed to be ground smooth, filled with fiberglass putty, and touched up with gelcoat.  This putty tends to harden and not flex with age, and the gelcoat cracks or lifts.  If you have noticed this condition, and it is prevalent on most boats, and want to cosmetically repair it, then fill the cracks with an epoxy putty, and touch up the gelcoat.

On the underwater portion, you will see this seam continue, and it also should be filled with epoxy putty, and sealed over with epoxy resin.  On the Westsail 42 and 43, this seam also ex​tends on the aft portion of the keel on either side, from just below the prop opening forward and down about six feet.  This is because this was a third piece to the hull mold, and it was laminated separately, and attached when the hull halves were bonded together.  This put the centerbond laminating seam on the sides of the hull where they could be reached and properly bonded togeth​er, instead of down deep in a narrow keel end where it would not have been possible to do a proper job of centerbonding.  If the bottom paint shows signs of lifting or cracking along this seam, then scrape it out, fill with epoxy putty, and seal over with epoxy resin.

The later Westsail 32 hulls, from about number 625 on, were made in a one piece hull mold, and there is no indication of any centerline gelcoat crazing on these hulls.

HULL TO DECK JOINT  

All of the Westsail boats, except for the early Westsail 32’s made from the mold that was purchased from Kendall, have a hull to deck joint, as shown in the drawing below.  This hull to deck joint was unique to the Westsail boats, and was designed to eliminate leaks and joint repairs so prevalent in fiberglass boats.  The hull was laminated with a piece extending up to the top edge, then a fiberglass flange was molded onto the hull.  When the deck was fastened to the hull, with caulking and bolts and screws, the piece sticking up was sanded off even with the deck flange.  Then the teak caprail was installed over this seam, thereby sealing and covering it.   
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On the early Westsail 32’s, up to about hull #120 or so, the joint was made with a wooden sheer clamp bonded to the inside top edge of the hull, and used as a flange to fasten down the deck.  After the deck was set on the wooden edge with caulking, it was fastened down with screws, then the exterior edge between the hull and deck was filled with a polyester putty to seal the edge of the deck.

       Typical hull to deck joint                                              Early Westsail 32 hull to deck joint
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