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RUDDER LINE PREVENTER

A safety item that Westsail did install on a few of the Westsail 28's and W32's was a tab between the aft end of the hull and the front edge of the rudder to close the bottom of the gap between them.  This gap is a place for any line or rope you run over to get caught up into, and cause problems.  If you are in an area with lobster or crab traps, and run over the float, the poly line runs down along the bottom of the keel, then hooks up into the gap, and will slow down, or stop the boat.  There is also the danger of the line being caught up into the prop.  I have talked to many owners who have had this experience, with some hair raising tales of trying to get the rope cleared out, especially in rough sea conditions.

An easily installed item, this tab across the gap will serve to prevent the line from hooking into the rudder, and the line should slide off the rear end of the rudder.  Since the bottom of the rudder is set about 1" to 2" above the bottom of the keel, a straight tab on the underside of the keel will work while going forward, but not while going astern.  A preferable alternative is to put the tab on the side of the keel, extending back to just touch the rudder.  

Usually this tab was made of fiberglass, and attached to the hull with self-tapping screws.  If you are going to install one on your next haulout, you can easily make the tab from a broken fiberglass sail batten, or from a scrap piece of fiberglass, about 1/8" thick, 2" wide, and 8" to 9" long.  Attach it to the hullside, with the back end touching the rudder.  If the tab is 1/8" fiberglass it should bend easily as the rudder is turned.  If you prefer putting the tab on the bottom of the keel, make it from a piece of stainless or brass strip, and bend it so that the part by the rudder just touches the bottom of the rudder.  You do not want to have a gap on the underside of the rudder, as a line can get in while going astern, and it would be impossible to remove without cutting the line.  Use some caulking under the self-tapping screws when installing the tab.
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