CRUISING SPINNAKERS

The cruising, or poleless spinnaker, has proven to be an excellent sail to help your boat move in light winds.  It is easy to handle, and without the necessity of a pole, can be easily handled with only two people aboard.

The tack of the sail is connected to the end of the bowsprit with a 3 to 1 purchase vang with snap shackles.  This lets you tighten the luff when reaching, and also lets the tack rise up when running to get a fuller shape to the sail.  The vang line is tied off on the sampson post, or onto a cleat on the foredeck.

I always recommend a tube type snuffer for the sail that collapses the sail into a long tube with a ring at the lower end.  The upper end of the tube, with the sail inside, is hoisted up with the halyard and secured.  There is a small line attached to the ring and it runs up to a block at the top of the tube.  As the ring is raised up to the top, the sail is released, and the ring and tube remain above the head of the sail while it is in use.  To douse the sail, simply ease off the clew and tack, and pull the ring down with the small line to collapse the sail into the tube, then lower the whole tube down to the deck.

Usually only one sheet is used, and it is lead thru a block on the stern for reaching, and thru a block on the end of the boom for running.  To tack the boat, snuff the sail into the tube, carry the sheet around to the other side of the boat, then raise the ring to open the sail again.  Once you get the system working, it is really very simple to use.

For the Westsail 32, our experience has shown that if you want to use the sail to keep the boat moving in very light winds, say 3 to 10 knots, use 3/4 oz. cloth, with a tri-radial head and about 900 square feet of area.  If you prefer to motor in very light winds, and will be using the sail for reaching and running in 5 to 15 knots of wind, have the sail made of 1.2 oz. fabric instead, with a slightly flatter cut for reaching.  In any stronger wind, this is simply too much sail area for the boat.

For the Westsail 42 and 43, we recommend a sail area of 2000 to 2400 square feet, using 1.5 oz. fabric.

W-32 cruising spinnaker - 900 sq.ft. -  ¾ or 1.2 oz.- choice of colors ------------ Contact Kern Sails

Snuffer tube for spinnaker  -------------------------------------------------------------- ----   Contact ATN
Downhaul vang with snaps and 3/8” line spliced on  --------------------------------------------   150.00

Spinnaker bail strap for masthead -------------------------------------------------------------------     40.00
Single block with swivel for spinnaker halyard ----------------------------------------------------    35.00

Spinnaker halyard – 7/16” x 100’ braided dacron with quick release shackle spliced on -----   85.00
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