CABINTOP NONSKID

If the molded nonskid on you cabintop is not looking good, plus getting very slippery due to age, you might want to consider recoating it with an epoxy paint, and using a sand grit type of addi​tive to make a new non-skid surface.  Be careful to not add too much grit to the epoxy paint, as you do not want to turn the cabintop into a giant sheet of sandpaper.  One method we have used for years in the boatyard when building a one-off boat is as follows.  Use a one part epoxy or polyurethane paint, and the grit you can buy in most marine chandleries, made by Z-Spar.  Get a large salt shaker, or punch holes in the top of the can to make up a shaker so that you can evenly sprinkle the grit over the painted surface.  Thoroughly clean the molded nonskid surface, and lightly sand it with a fine sandpaper or a nylon scouring pad.

I would recommend developing your skill at doing this procedure on a small area that is easily masked off, so the job does not get away from you.  Mask off a section of the nonskid area with masking tape, then begin applying the paint with a roller or brush, and after a square foot or so, sprinkle the nonskid sand onto the paint.  Distribute it as evenly as possible, then go on and apply the paint to another section.  After it is all on, wait until the paint has set up, then lightly brush off any excess grit.  Thin the paint slightly, and apply another coat of the paint to seal down the grit.  After this dries, you can remove the masking tape.  You should get both coats on during the same day, and remove the masking tape before it adheres too aggressively.  Do not wait over​night, as the moisture during the evening will hinder the removal of the tape.  With a little prac​tice, you will be able to apply enough grit to give you a decent nonskid surface, but be easily cleaned, and not destroy clothing when you sit on the cabintop.  When the paint needs recoating, simply clean the surface, mask it off again, and apply another coat of paint, slightly thinned out.

Another method that I have seen used is using a stipple roller with a thickened epoxy resin.  This method raises a stippled surface on the nonskid area, and after the resin is cured, it is lightly sanded with a soft pad to remove the sharp peaks, then painted with an epoxy paint.

A third method is to add a compound to the paint, and roll it on.  I am not sure of the name of the compound, but I understand it is a type of material used around swimming pools and other places where they want a nonskid walking surface.
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