LOOSE FOOTED STAYSAIL

Attached is a drawing of the location for a pair of tracks on the cabin top to fly the staysail with​out the boom.  There have been a number of boats doing this, and it frees up the bow area to not have the boom to work around.  The boat still tacks easily, as the amount the staysail sheet has to be let out and pulled in is short.  1-1/4" black anodized aluminum T-track is used on the cabintop.  It is an extruded T-track, with built in riser.  I use the 1-1/4" size because it is the same as that used on the genoa track, and the track cars can be interchangeable.  The track has 5/16" diameter countersunk holes every 4" for installation, and 3/8" holes between them for the stop pin on the track block.  Black nylon end stops are supplied, and track blocks are available.  A 4' long piece on each side is usually more than sufficient to do the job.  To install it you can drill and tap the fiberglass cabintop, and install the 5/16" x 1-1/2" flat head bolts, using caulking, but no nuts on the underside.  It can also be bolted through the cabin top, and use large washers and stainless nuts on the underside, if the fabric headliner can be pulled down to hide nuts under it.  Otherwise, I can supply capnuts if they are going to be exposed.

Winches on the cabin top to sheet in the staysail are not absolutely necessary for most sailing conditions, as you can pull in the sheet without too much effort.  Some boats do have sheet stoppers (also called a rope clutch) instead of cleats, and they let you take up slack in the sheet and still hold well.  One of these would be needed on each side.

For self-tending, attach a single block to the clew of the staysail, and use one continuous sheet passing through the block on the clew and down both sides through the track blocks.  Tighten the sheet on one side, and when you tack, the sail will move over to the other side by itself, and be sheeted in at the same angle.  You can use the block removed from the bail on the boom, and probably the old staysail sheet will be long enough.

The location for the track can be either inboard or outboard of the handrail, depending on which deck model you have, and the clearance for the sheet to lead aft along the cabin top.  You can try out the system before installing the track by simply tying a block to the handrail and going sailing in light to moderate conditions.  Adjust the location of the block to get good sheeting angles both hard on the wind, and off the wind.  Mark the location on the cabin top, and install the track so that you have easy travel to either location.  The forward end of the track location should also allow for a storm jib to be used on the staysail stay.

Track kit consisting of (2) 1-1/4" x 4' black anodized T-tracks, (4) nylon track ends,

  (24) 5/16" x 1-1/4" FH bolts, screws for track ends -------------------------------------------   $ 175.00

Specify if you want fasteners to thrubolt the track

Standup blocks with stainless slide and spring stop - (2) ----------------------------------------    140.00

Low Profile blocks with slides and spring stop - (2) ----------------------------------------------   160.00

Sheet stoppers (rope clutch) - (2) --------------------------------------------------------------------   130.00
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