WESTSAIL 28 & 32 PINTALS AND GUDGEONS

The first 100 or so Westsail 32's had stainless steel pintals and gudgeons on the rudder.  Some of the first boats had the pin welded to the rudder pintal, but most had a loose pin held in with cotter pins.  The three pintals for the rudder were identical, and the two lower gudgeons on the hull matched each other.  It has been some time since I have had any made up, and if you need some, I would need to get a current estimate of the cost.

There should be a zinc on each of the pintals to protect them from electrolysis.  What usually gets eaten up first is the stainless steel locknuts, or the bolts and washers.  Then the area around the mounting holes gets eaten out.  Remove the bolts and check the condition of the holes in the plates.  If you do not want to replace them, an alternative, if the electrolysis damage is only around the mounting holes, would be to cut off the strap ends and have new ones welded on, providing the tube and bent end is still in good condition.  Quite often you may find that the center of the stainless bolts have been eaten away by galvanic action, but the head of the bolt, and the nut, may still appear to be in good condition.  It may be a wise idea to periodically remove one of the bolts to check for this condition.

The newer design of pintal and gudgeon for both the Westsail 28 and Westsail 32 uses a rudder that has pockets molded into one side to hold a bronze C65000 pin, and the gudgeon is made of fiberglass, with a fiberglass tube in it.  It is possible to have a rudder with the pocket molded into it, but with the stainless steel pintal and gudg​eon.  I have seen some of this construction, as in the changeover, Westsail used up a supply of the stainless pintals and gudgeons they had in stock.

Note from Alaskan Copper Co. website ---C65500 - (Silicon Bronze). This copper-silicon alloy is characterized by high strength and exceptional resistance to corrosion. It has the strength and toughness of mild steel, is excellent for both hot and cold working and is readily welded. It is widely used for pole line and marine hardware, welded tanks and unfired pressure vessels.
Be sure to replace the zinc on each pintal at every haulout, or sooner if you notice excessive galvanic action.
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