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LEAKS AND DRY ROT
Leaks are a constant source of annoyance on any boat, and coupled with the possibility of rot on any wood that becomes soaked with fresh water, they are something that needs to be attended to if you are going to properly maintain your boat, and want to prevent some very costly repairs.  Since most of the Westsail boats are getting to be 25 to 30 years old, it is only reasonable to assume that it is now time to recaulk all of the deck hardware.  Caulking does not have an indefinite life, and since the 1970's there have been improvements in the types of caulking available, it is only reasonable to assume that it is now time to renew the caulking on most of the hardware installed on the boats.   

The three primary types of caulking available are polyurethane, polysulphide (in one or two part systems), and silicone.  The silicone is a good sealant for waterproofing, but has poor strength qualities.  It is usually necessary to use silicone if you are caulking plastic fittings, as the other caulkings may attack the plastic.  If you do want to use the other caulkings on a plastic fitting, test it on a hidden spot to see if the caulking attacks the plastic.  Polyurethane has excellent strength qualities, dries quickly, and is used universally around the boat on any metal to fiberglass fittings.  For caulking wood to fiberglass, or wood to wood, I prefer to use polysulphide.  The one part does take longer to dry tack free, usually a day or so, but the caulking has excellent strength and flexibility properties.  If you are caulking the seams on a teak deck, I now recommend the one part Teak Decking Systems caulking.  Follow the instructions on the caulking as to the cleanliness of the joint, and the need for a primer on wood to wood surfaces.  

For the best results when caulking, use lots of masking tape.  You should put a strip of masking tape on each side of the seam to be caulked, force the caulking in, then smooth it out with a putty knife, a rounded dowel, or your finger, and let the excess smear over onto the masking tape.  After you are satisfied with the caulking job, carefully pull off the masking tape, and you will end up with a perfectly defined caulked seam, no mess, and no cleanup to do.  You will not have to touch the caulked seam, or use solvents to clean up the excess, and thereby prevent disturbing the caulked seam before it has a chance to properly cure.

There is always the potential for rot on any wood other than teak, and this includes the bowsprit, sampson posts, rudder cheeks, and boomkin on the W28 and W32.  The plywood in the deck and cabintop core is also subject to rotting if it gets wet, as well as the plywood used on the main sliding wood hatches.  The best method found to prevent this rot is to use a saturating epoxy resin, such as 'West System' Epoxy, or 'Git Rot' Penetrating Epoxy.  If you seal all of the wood with a coat or two of epoxy prior to the installation, then even if water does enter the seam, the wood still should not rot.  On openings cut through the deck, the edges of the plywood should be sealed with epoxy, especially when the sampson posts go through the deck, or any ventilator holes are drilled, and where the plastic tube goes through the deck step to carry the mast wires into the boat.   If you are remounting any hardware on the deck or cabin top, all of the holes should be drilled, then the edges of the hole should be sealed with the epoxy before the part is finally installed.  Use a cotton swab stick for this, or put a piece of masking tape on the underside of the hole, pour resin in the hole, let it sit a few minutes, then put a can under the hole and pull the tape, letting the excess run into the can.  Put masking tape on the deck to the outside edge of where the caulking will be, and use lots of caulking to bed the fitting.  Smooth out the caulked seam, then pull the tape.  
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