Teak Decking Systems recommends using a fine line masking tape in the bottom of the seam, so that the caulking sticks to the board, but not to the deck.  This permits the boards to expand and contract, so the caulking will not pull away from the seams.  Use masking tape on either side of the deck seams after they are cleaned and ready to caulk.  This will prevent the caulking from embedding itself in the rough grain of the teak, and causing excessive sanding of the deck to remove it.  Force the caulking down into the seams with a putty knife to make sure they are well filled.

It would be a good idea to also caulk around the inner and outer edges of the teak deck, between it and the fiberglass deck, to prevent water from getting under the teak.  Use masking tape on the edge of the teak, and on the fiberglass to define a good seam, and lay on a bead of caulking.  Smooth it down with a rounded tool or your finger, and just before it has cured, pull the tape.

After the caulk has cured properly, trim off any excess with a sharp chisel or razor blade, and then sand the decks.  A power sander with a foam soft pad works well, as it will not dig into the deck as easily as a belt sander.

DECK SEAM CAULKING AND PLUG REPAIR COSTS

​

SEAM REPAIR CAULKING -. SIS 440 caulking  ------------------------ per cartridge -------  $ 17.50

PLUG REPAIR KIT.  Consists of  (100) #10 x 1" pan head self tapping 

  stainless screws, (100) 3/8" teak plugs.  ------------------------------------------------------------  $ 25.00

SELF TAPPING SCREWS TO HOLD THE DECK DOWN

It is necessary to use self tapping screws (sometimes called sheet metal screws) to fasten into fiberglass.  These were used throughout the construction of the Westsail boats, even on wood to wood and metal to wood fastening.  We used a pan head screw (also called stove head screws) because the edges of the screw will bite into the teak, but not spread it like a flat head screw with a taper on the underside would do.  The flat head screws tend to start a crack around each hole, while the pan head screws will not.  It is also necessary to use a tapered drill bit with a countersink on it, so that the hole in the wood will be large enough so the sheet metal screw will bite into the fiberglass and pull the wood down to it. The countersink will make the hole necessary to cover the screw with a bung. That is the reason you will find pan head self tapping screws on most of the Westsail boat construction. 

ANOTHER POSSIBLE PROCEDURE

Here is another procedure one owner did to renew his teak decking.  

I labeled and removed the existing deck in sections (to keep from being overwhelmed).  I then resurfaced the boards in a bench planer to 1/2", and cut new caulking grooves.  I then adhered the boards with Teak Decking Systems epoxy using the original screws with fender washers to clamp the boards in place.  I then removed the screws, filled the holes with epoxy and teak bungs, and caulked the seams with SIS 440 seam caulking. 

Cost was about $500 and maybe 100 man-hours. I was fortunate I had no deck delamination except about an inch around the deck fills and a small area where I found a chunk of debris under the top skin.  Visit  (teakdecking.com).
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