GELCOAT DEGRADATION WITH AGE

With age, gelcoat, which is after all a protective coating on the fiberglass, and gives it a color, will degrade.  It begins to chalk, get porous, and craze in spiderweb patterns.  This can be observed on the cabintop and decks, and on some hulls of most boats that have gelcoat that is now 25 to 30 years old.  Above water, it is simply a cosmetic problem.  Underwater, it has some additional consequences, and can manifest itself in osmotic blistering of the hull.

The majority of boats now need the gelcoat to be recoated, or covered with a linear polyurethane paint.  Follow the manufacturers directions carefully using whatever product you choose.  It is especially important to apply lots of priming coats to fill all of the voids and hairline cracks.

Here is the procedure that I would recommend.  Sand the gelcoat well, and break out any loose chips.  Fill any depressions with epoxy putty.  Apply a good coat of the high build primer that is recommended to use with whatever finish paint you plan to apply.  Sand the primer, and if any of the crazing shows through, apply another coat of primer, and sand again.  Continue doing this, if necessary, until the surface is exactly the way you want it, but dull of course due to the primer and sanding.  Then apply your top coat paint.  
If you have noticed cracking of the gelcoat along the centerline of the hull at the bow and stern, do not be too alarmed, as this is cosmetic and not structural.  Since the hull on most of the boats was made in two pieces, and centerbonded together from the inside while the boat was still in the mold, the structural integrity is there, but the seam on the outside needed to be ground smooth, filled with putty, and touched up with gelcoat.  This putty tends to harden and not flex with age, and the gelcoat cracks or lifts.  If you have noticed this condition, and it is prevalent on most boats, and want to cosmetically repair it, then fill the cracks with an epoxy putty, and touch up the gelcoat.

If you need to touchup the gelcoat, the majority of the boats used Ferro Light Ivory gelcoat, with a Camel Brown nonskid gelcoat.  I can get quantities of it for you, but it will have to be toned down to compensate for the fading of the gelcoat.
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