BRACED MAST RAILS OR MAST PULPITS

A safety item that has been very popular are mast pulpits, or safety rails alongside the mast.  The standard version I have designed has three legs for additional rigidity and is made from 1-1/4" OD stainless steel tubing.  The fore and aft legs mount alongside the mast, and the third leg mounts outboard of the handrail in line with the mast.  Tabs are welded on if you want to add a teak bar with hooks or belaying pins.  The rail bolts through the cabin top with 1/4" round head bolts and backup plates are supplied for the inside.  The rails fit equally well on all of the Westsail line of boats.  They are available at a standard 34" height, or an optional 36" height for those that prefer them little taller.  The early W-32's with the first deck mold use the mast rails with a 2 degree angle on the outer leg; the later boats, including the W-28 and W-43, with more crown on the cabin top, use a 4 degree angle on the outer leg.

An alternate design is one we call the bun hugger.  On this one, the fore and aft rail comes up, then is curved outboard to form a pocket, and the mid-leg comes straight down from the top rail.  This serves to hold you in very well, as well as putting you slightly further away from the mast.

Normally we make these rails with the fore and aft legs 24” apart, and the middle leg 9” outboard.  We can vary these dimensions if you have an interference problem with any hardware already installed on the cabintop alongside the mast.

The normal installation for the Westsail boats has the two center legs bolted through the cabin top, using the backup plates inside.  Slip on regular hex nuts, then break off the excess length using a vise grips, and back off the nuts and install the locknuts.  The center legs go down with the self-tapping screws, as they are over the deck beams.  In the event there is an interference problem of the end of the staysail boom with the top of the mast rail, possibly the staysail is riding too low on the stay.  Lengthening the pennant on the bottom of the staysail will permit the clew to be raised enough to clear the mast rail.

These mast rails are also made for the Westsail 42 cutter, with one leg mounted up on the upper cabin top, and the other two on the lower cabin top.  This design fits with the forward leg on the aft blank spot on the cabin top, the aft leg on the upper cabin top, and the outboard leg on the round spot that has nonskid on it.  Check to make sure nothing else has been mounted to interfere with the leg placement.  If there is an interference, mark up a drawing for the new locations of the bases, and I can have that made up to fit your boat.

Standard mast safety rails, pair with backups and fasteners,

   (specify height and angle of cabin top) -------------------------------------------------------  $  650.00

Bun hugger design with curved top rail, pair with backups and fasteners,

  (specify height and angle of cabintop) ---------------------------------------------------------     725.00

Standard mast safety rails for W42 with one leg short, pair with backups

  and fasteners, (specify height ) ------------------------------------------------------------------     650.00

Shipping cost to the East Coast is about $ 100.00 by Fed Ex Ground
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