ANCHOR CHAIN, MOORING PENDANT, AND WINDLASS

WESTSAIL 42 AND 43

My experience is that the Westsail 42 and 43 are especially sensitive to adding too much weight forward.  Since the stern of the boat has much fuller sections than the bow, then when the boat heels, the stern tends to rise up, and the bow to drop.  In heavy seas the bow tends to dig in, and the boat becomes very wet.  The boat can ride level without sails, and this bow-down condition is only noticed when sailing hard on the wind, especially in heavy seas.  This condition is aggravated by carrying an excessive amount of chain forward.  I would recommend carrying only about 100' of chain in the forward locker, and the rest nylon rode.  The rest of the chain should be pulled back to the bilge compartment near the mast post, or additional chain can be carried in separate pieces, in sturdy plastic crates, that can be carried to the bow and shackled on if needed to set an additional anchor.

If you are carrying two heavy anchors on the forward roller, then when making passages, leave only one light anchor on the forward roller that is ready to go at a moments notice, and stow the other anchors aft someplace.

CHAIN SIZE

What would also help greatly would be to use high test chain, as it is stronger than proof coil or BBB chain, and you can go to a smaller size of chain, and still retain the same strength characteristics.

For the W28 or W32 using 5/16" high test chain is appropriate.  It has higher working and breaking strength and is lighter than proof or BBB.  You only need about 60' or so of chain for normal anchoring, plus 300' of 5/8" nylon braid anchor rode.

5/16" high test ,  working load 3900 lbs., breaking strength 11,600 lbs., weight 1.1 lbs/ft.

3/8" BBB chain, working load 2650 lbs., breaking strength 11,000 lbs., weight 1.7 lbs/ft.

MOORING PENDANT LINE

The spare hole on the bobstay fitting was put there to allow the attachment of a mooring pendant.  Fit a large shackle in the hole, and attach a nylon line to it that comes up over the anchor roller and onto the deck.  This line can be tied to the chain with a rolling hitch after you have anchored, then let out chain until the pendant is taking the load, and the chain over the roller is loose and serves as a safety.

ELECTRIC ANCHOR WINDLASS ON W28 OR W32

Most of the smaller new electric windlasses are designed for 5/16" HT chain.  Many also have a place to use a hand crank to be able to use the windlass manually.  For the mounting, I would recommend making up a stainless mounting plate with sides going down the bowsprit.  I believe that the electric wire coming out of the windlass is on the bottom, so the mounting plate needs to be slightly above the bowsprit  to permit the wire to exit and go through a waterproof deck fitting.  I would also recommend installing an 80 to 90 amp hour sealed battery right up in the upper corner of the anchor locker to operate the windlass.  The heavy power cables will be very short, and the windlass motor will operate efficiently.  Use #8 or #10 wires from the alternator charging circuit to keep this battery charged.  This installation will also be less expensive than using long runs of battery cable from the engine room to the anchor locker.  In addition, you will always have a spare battery in case of a failure of your engine starting battery.
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