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A major problem point on the W32 is the boomkin stay tang bolted to the hull.  The early boats had a 1" wide tang, with a 1/2" clearance hole for the pin on the stay, leaving less than 1/4" of metal around the hole.  The condition of the metal around the hole is not readily visible for inspection because it is covered with the toggle end of the stay.  Being in and out of the water, and flexed with loads, the end of this tang can develop unseen cracks and hole elongation.  The failure of this tang has caused the loss of the entire rig on a number of instances.  After 1976, the width of the tang was increased to 1-1/4" wide, giving enough cross section area around the hole to prevent elongation.  I have now increased the width to 1-1/2” for added security.  At every haulout the turnbuckle on the stay should be loosened, the pin on the toggle end pulled out, and the end of the tang carefully inspected for fractures.  The hull tangs for the bowsprit whisker stays never seem to have any problems (except if you have been running into pilings), but they should be checked in any event as a precaution.  It is probably a good idea to remove these tangs and check the backside periodically for signs of crevice corrosion or stress cracks.

BOOMKIN CROSSPIECE

The boomkin crosspiece must also be carefully inspected for signs of corrosion or electrolysis.  Here

is an example of what can happen. 

                                                            [image: image2.jpg]



SPREADER TANGS

I had one owner inform me of a problem with cast stainless steel spreader attachments on the Superspar and Royal Marine masts on a Westsail 43.  It seems that Superspar used a stainless steel casting for the attachment to the mast to hold the spreaders, and the castings were defective.  The flaws are on the backside, and cannot be checked without removing the fitting from the mast.  Fortunately, the majority of the masts made for the Westsail’s are from LeFiell, who used a welded stainless bracket, and I have not heard of any failures on them.  If you have never serviced your mast, it is probably time to take it off the boat, remove and service the sheeves, remove and inspect all of the fittings and bolts, and possibly repaint the mast.
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