BOOMKIN CROSSPIECE FAILURE ON WESTSAIL 32

The early Westsail 32's had a wooden crosspiece on the boomkin, with a U bolt to hold the backstay.  This wood must be carefully checked for rot and cracking that could let the U bolt pull out.  If you still have the wooden crosspiece, then I would highly recommend replacing it with a metal one.  A recent failure, with the subsequent need to replace the mast, was the 3/8" bolt holding the upper tang to the crosspiece, as this is the weak point in the entire standing rigging system.  The U bolt in this case had also broken on one leg inside the wood, and was only hold​ing on by one of the 1/4" legs.  

Westsail then made a stainless crosspiece with a 2" web.  Some of the 2" x 2" stainless cross​pieces have bent up slightly, but we have not heard of a failure of one of this design.  You might want to have a reinforcement piece welded to the vertical part of the angle as a reinforcement, especially if you are heading offshore.

The current design has a 4" vertical web, with a reinforcing bar below the backstay ear, and two ears to hold the boomkin stays.  We do have this 2" x 4" stainless crosspiece available as a replacement.  The top and aft face are not at 90 degrees like the original stainless ones Westsail made, but at 82 degrees.  This is because when used in conjunction with the stainless boomkin I make, and since the boomkin rises up at 8 degrees, this puts the aft face perpendicular to the waterline.  This permits a windvane to be mounted directly on the aft face, and be perpendicular with the water.  When used in conjunction with a wooden boomkin, it is necessary to cut the aft face of the wood to match.  You may also have to drill out holes to mount it to your wood boomkin.  

Also carefully check the wood on the boomkin itself for signs of rot or cracks, especially on the end under the metal crosspiece, and around the bolts holding them to the deck.  Check the at​tachment bolts for signs of bending, or movement of the boomkin forward along the deck.  If you want to build a new wooden boomkin, use clear fir lumber, and saturate it with at least two coats of epoxy resin after building it and drilling all of the holes.

To replace the wooden boomkin, we have designed a stainless steel pipe frame boomkin, consisting of 1-1/4" ID pipes, and a stainless crosspiece with a 4" vertical web.  There are hull pads on the ends which bolt to the hull sides, just below the rubrail, with backup washers inside the lazarette.  Contact Westsail Parts Company for informa​tion on this all stainless steel boomkin replacement.

Boomkin crosspiece for W32 - 2" x 4" SS ------------------------------------------------------ $  340.00
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