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ks~ WESTSAIL CRULSING LETTERS QCTAGBER 1976

Receilved June 30, 1976 Heme Port: Santa Barbara, California
Perty and Jullia Auchineloss - Hulll #23 - W2 AWCNADAL
Marqliesas

Greetiings from the Marquesas. Thils is trully a fantastiic place. We made the passage trom Neupert
Beach itn 21 and 3/4 days. Landfall at Hiiva Oa. No adjustment in navigation. Perry loved being right
6fA the fBAEY. ; _ _

Our good shilp AWINADAL is fantastiic. Haven't seen a boat we woulld trade for. Visited Patu Hitva
itn tge:Typee Valliey ((Herman Melville), and fLots of grand places. Do hope we have sefe great pilctures
to show you. ) .

Cf cruilsing ils allways this great we will go on and enAll! Will keep itn toueh.

Receitved Jully 2, 1976 : : HelMe Pert: Palo Alte, California
Steve and Mary Payne - Hulll #52 . AEGIR
Paild Alto, California

Gn June 19th we Lost a close and dear friend and erew member, John Goard, during the Weéstsaiil
Quner<' Regatta at the Sausallito Yaeht Club.. g a8 .

Anthough Little ean be done to assiist a victim of a massiive heart attack, we thought yeu should
know that the Wéstsail *family® pertormed in outstanding fashion. ) ;

Wé and Kathy Goard witsh to commend the AL NA'ER ((Stan Tice) and Ty Knudson for their assiistance
and aid. Ty, in particullar, was extremely helpful and conforting to y and Kathy during a Leng vigil
at the hospital.. Ha''s ene terrifile personl!

John Goard was buried at sea on June 26, 1976, trom AEGIR.

EDLTOGR'S NOFE: John Goard was a EHGSt aboard Steve and Wary Payne's AEGIR duriing the 6uner's
regatta dn San Francisco. e shoek 6 IS death GAffe as a eat upset to alll of ws and we oFfer ouf
sincere condolences to his Family and friends. ; ,

Receilved Jully 19, 1976 ' ; Hoite Pert: Connecticut -
John and Elisa Civelllo - Hull #532 -~ LISA MARTA Lk
Sallem, Cbngectmcut

__This is our Filrst Westsail hetter. Our hull #532 arrived May 13, 1876, in good condition. Get-
ting it off the trailer and into the cradle proved to be very challlengiing and flevelling it on the eradle
took a good part of the atternoon.

Since it has arrived, fiaRy people have stopped by te take a look and wateh the progress. So rar,
[ have knstallled the pert and dresser head, the Lazarette, and the chain Locker bulkhea s. At present,
[ am workiing on installiing seuppers. By this winter, L hope to have roughed out the interior and have
the cockpilt drailns installled. ]

] We enjjoy receivtng your letters and will write of 6uf Progress from time to time. Hopefully, we
Will be sailing our LISA MARFA If by 1978.

Received Jully 20, Hofie Port: Vaneouver, B. C.
Pred §. '

‘ 1276
Brodta + Hull #240. - W32 ALBGRIAS

After about 13 months of pre-natal devellopment cradiied ampngst the trees at 6149 Elm Street, the
ALEGRYAS ((frlanenee musitc) ‘slipped graeciously into Engllish Bay on June 30th at 21:05 hours. Having
installed” almost everything ‘myself, it Was a comical moment when we switched 6R the engine and I moved
the gear to "forward™ and we proceeded to.fpve temedtately astern. Haviing had trouble matchingigﬁe

¢ Lnstructiions and the Swedish-English of Velve, the4e?$trors'wereabackggpga,- whiich 4as
after Jadl, she's a doublle~endesr.. 2 o AR e e STTS Rt T e O

Wé seon were dashing off ffor the nmitle and a hallf journey ‘around Stanley Park to Royal Vaneouvér's
mast tower deek iin readitness for the next day's stepping and pigging. Having had to dismantle the -
pulpit _and running lLights prior to Launching, we needed naviigation Liights as it wAas getting dark.’ Friend
ColLin Foster and [ popped seme mere champagne after the FURALAG lights were 6fi‘and enjoyed the lLate
evenmag Ronering Knto "Vaneouver -harbour witth ilt® proud skyline abllaze with. Lights. 23

, ave taken three short tuneeup excursions from OlUf permanent therthi at Royal Vancouver's Jeritcho
Station and Found her performanee excelllent.. . Having gkmﬁpﬁggqtaﬁﬁgumﬁgfrdr”fnve years and crewed
aboard [.Q.R. boats, it Feels great to have a hegvg displacendnt hHoat with almost equally balanced
sailing performance. Tacking to windward through 38 to. 40 degrees may not he avgossgbmnnty, hewever,
she seems quitte close-winded. cruising fritends Laughed Wen ithey saw that one o the fitrst things we
1ggtgnued was a "hitkilng stilele™ of tilller extension r ((ReVer “é0ulld get used to helming on the Leeward
side).. . YT E e s N O : - ; ;

Plans for some. cruising kA the GuLF [siands are beiiig made, allthough [’ve blLown almost all o¢f my
vacation for this year working 6n the projegt.. LT A . = s
_The construction proeess from almpst bare hull was Pun, but [ am very shad to have It behind. me.
Working in my ewn baeck yard was very éonveniient; my neilghbours, bilesa them, say they miss the sound@
of progress now that the trees and birds are .ail alone. . & ‘

Some tips for bare hullers not mentioned in Mate's exeelllent work are: g

1. Mbhke a eross referenced index for your construction manual..” [t took a week''s time to wreitte

mine, but it proved itnvaluable. . Rk SR S g A
2. Place your cradie 6n a paved area if possible. Wé builht a "badmiinton court" whitch we will,

probably nRever use as such, but it is important to have a level Surface For stepladders (as

welll. as not having te spend hours tr ing to find droEped serews and nuts and washers).

3. Builld a sturdy, movable stair scaffo d witth two wheels so you ean move- it around. Stair treads .

shoulld be strong enough to earpy you and your Load. You ean then run up and down with safety,
having hands fulll of tools, parts, etc. One handrail is enough,, - ,



Fred S Brodie letter (Cont'd.)

4. Try and Install lifeline stanchions, genoa track, etc., before finishing the underside of the
deck. Access to those thru=bolts and installing blocking is maddeni ng work when the interior
finish has to be renoved and cabinets are in the way.

5 | made a large plastic cover which was laid over a wood A-frame right on the deck - a flap at,
the entry area provided access. |n the summer, the cover was poled up at the edges and made
into a flat tent, allowi ng through breezes as well as easy novenent for |aying decks, etc.,
but enough to keep rain and sun off. Your neighbors will thank you if you select a nice,
neutral green cover to match the trees.

6. Incold climates, watch out for ice build-up in your scupper catchnents. M ne got damaged
during the first winter. | later put rock salt all around the areas which collected snow
and water whi ch worked through the ends of the boat cover.

7. Sonme of the interior design features of ALEGRIAS are:

a) W headlined the interior, including ceilings of berths, with yell ow cedar strips to get
away fromplastic. The conbination of teak, |ight coloured wood |ike spruce or yellow
cedar is very pleasing

b) W raised the galley floor 4" to ?ive us the bonus of four narrow cutlery drawers and a
booze | ocker at the inboard end of our Westsail Icebox. (Icebox nobves up thus outwards
fromcentre line). This also allowed an extra deep galley sink plus better outside
vision for the cook.

c) Al interior 12 volt lighting is indirect incandescent conceal ed behind the cabin grab-
rails - lights are home-made out of stainless sheet steel and individually swtched
shi ni ng upwards and downwards. The effect is verY pl easing and while the lighting |evels
are low, all counter tops and berths are adequately served. Inportant task [ighting,
such as the navigation table, will be augnmented by adj ustabl e spot |anps.

d) Qur dining table folds up into the cabin wall like the old fashioned ironing board, |eav=
ing the saloon free for parties (dancing?). Wen opened out fully it serves four people;
when half open it is ideal for two

After gaining sufficient experience in piloting and navigation, ALEGRIAS i s destined to nove out
of these sheltered waters to join her sisters on the seas. The first step toward this wonderful oba
jective seems to have been conpleted satisfactorily...now for the next.

Recei ved July 20, 1976 Hone Port: Ottowa, Ontario, Canada
David and G oria Hoeppner = Hul | #376 - COTTON JENNY
W nmington, North Carolina

COTTON JENNY ( possi bly remenbered as "No Nane" at the 1975 East Coast Cruising Contest. | g\t.Cctos
ber), was |aunched as a sail-away on June 6th, 1975. Interior construction began l'ate in Jun€,' 19759, .
Lad was basically conpleted early this year. W are still adding finishing touches and addlng equi p= - jds
ment. She has been noored at Masonboro Boatyard since | aunching and we have done al ot of “daytsailingy: -«
off the coast of Wightsville Beach. PromJune 21.26 this year, we made a trip UD to Cape Lookout,:
North Carolina, our first offshore overnight experience and our so called "shakedown" cruise.r[land L N

“Hy e

that It was-. but COTTON JENNY took it very well. The Captain (Dave) and First ‘Mate (Qoria) d1i d.
prettr well, too, and are sure we'll do better next time. One major nishap: C?e\of_ou .haﬁcterles
canme loose fromits strap and fell on the engine, pouring battery acid all QVerl.iwhich ve djdn't di p=--
cover until we reached our destination. (Fortunately, we had baking soda aboard which was great for. .
cleaning up the acid). \W have now built battery boxes to insure the batteries-stay in their places. -
Qur plans are to nove aboard COTTON JENNY in August, and, for a couple nore one week trips and. _
nore dayssailing, depart from Wightsville |[3each this fall and head for the Caribbean & L@Ed5”~“
aren't sure howlong we'll cruise or exactly where we'll go. W sold our hOﬂEPtﬁhbuy, gat . Sqrthe tt.:
world is our back yard. Qur Third Mate ﬁJennifer, 7 years old), and our Fourth Mate'tJdl[b, # years
old), are very-excited that the boat wll be their school next year. They are enrolled in Calvert .
Acadeny in Baltinore, Maryland « «-@a honme Study,program Peopl e we have spokeh to who have used this
correspondence programare very pleased wWith it. ** e, T Lo '
V& will mss the East Coast Cruising Contest this year because I pls top-close to otir*depathyre , .=
date. Would have loved to be in the couples race. : X TP g S
Recei ved August 2, 1976 o i Hone Portr: Montreal ; Quebep, Canada -; -
Debbi e Tees and M chel Savage - Hull #5621 . DHARMA ' = g s =TT
W are expecting delivery in three weeks. - However, DHARMA remains an.idea ..a SOMewhat® evaslyes
dream Only when we touch, feel, snell her will we know W have no idea of the donseqilenpagﬂgéAdet
TSR AT N

& -

know edge. ~Yet, when the day comes, we will Joyfully experience the rites of Initiation? =, i \M
1 will become alive, and part of us. ‘ . M ;s R ey
- : - . . ISy ; > . e el ) - TR Y e T
Recei ved August 4, 197h "° Hone Fortt *"Dana Pdint] I QaHj' orhla.
Don and Carol ‘Fox .= Huai. #83 Wm2 . FOXY TOO . : g TR ARETLRE: WY TR e A R
Capi strano Beach, “California | e Ao £ BN S e S as Ao

Many thanks for sending the cruising letters while we were yai ting for déliyéfy‘bf'our’VWstéa];ﬂf
b . ~r G e LIRS eRNe +

~ b . T8
: s " -
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Don and Carol Fox letter ( Cont'd.)

POXY TQO has been with us a little over a nonth now and we are as delighted with her as we t hought
we would be. She is conpletely bare bel ow so the next 3-4 years will be spent in slip A116, Dana
Poi nt; saw ng, scremﬁn?, and gluing. Hopefully, with the arrival of each new group of cruising letters,
we will work alittle faster in order to get out there and do sone cruSsi ng.

Recei ved August 13, 1976 Hone Port: Norwal k, Ohio
Bob and Jorja Higgins - Hull #315 « NORWEG AN
Georgia Bay, Ontario, Canada

The end of another beautiful cruise is always a sad time. W have had three wonderf ul weeks in
one of the most beautiful cruising areas in the world = bar none. The clear blue unpol | uted skies and
waters of Georgian Bay are such a Joy and the snell of pine wafting through the ports = absol utely
I ntoxicating. O course, it's somewhat of an ego trip, too. Everywhere we go we hear "What a beauti=
ful boat!", "or "That's our dreanf. To that we answer, "lt's ours, too".

In Port Elgin we net Connie and Darrel |l Brand, who are working on their kit in Ceveland. Talked
over the problems of caring for the exterior teak and are eagerly awaiting your article. Hope to see
more of Connie and Darrell cruising the Lake Erie |sl|ands.

Thank you for the newsletters. They really are a wonderful idea and thank you for a wonderf ul
boat. It's such a Joy to cruise these cool northern wat ers, snug and drﬁ in our Westsail.

P. In three weeks 53 peopl e have toured NORAEG AN and we're not hone yet. Al are amazed
that it's only 32 feet and at the beautiful wood.

Recei ved August 20, 1976 Home Port: Port Credit, Ontario, Canada
Ted, l1ga and Tina Cartledge « Hul | #484 « NEWA

M ssi ssauga, Ontario, Canada

. Perhaps in this era, the realization of bei ng overcrowded and that the personal freedomand indis=
vi dual enterﬁrises are s!omﬂﬁ bei ng eroded by political systems, the quiet desperation of many who
still_cherish individualismhas become an anxiety to embark on the waters of the world. RE

There is no harder or greater step than turning agai nst the systemset up by society by living
on water instead of on |and and acquiring the disgusting habits of very |little responsibilities, of
making friends with everybody, and of being totally happy and. enjoying life. _

't did not take our famly long to realize that this inner yearning was to becone a beautifu
chapter in our |ives. - ;

I'n the busy harbour of Wightsville Beach, North Carolina, tied securely to the dock, rocking
?ently, Was our new hone...NEWA, a Westsail 32 cutter -rigged sailboat. There was a lunp’in ny throat
or | knew that she was to share nuch excitement and many adventures with us. Qur plans were to sai

and notor her in thirty days back to Port Credit. Harbour, Canada, via the |ntercoastal VAt er way.

. The year is 1976, the month of May. Too cold to €NjOY the water, but the sun was very wai m and
It Was early summer in the southern states. The only regret was that we were heading i n the wong
direction, north.

|t took three days before we were prepared to |eave. Qur Crew consisted of my husband, Ted,
nysel f, and our daughter Tina, and two cats.

Tl the afternoon of May fifth we-were on our way. Wthin four hours | had us aground. Needl ess
to say, this/Was, good Cause for divorce in the eyes-of Captain Ted. Sitting there ai the mercy .of the
ebbing watery ‘there wasS nothing that we coul d do until high tide. Wth the help of -l ocal natives, when
we floated:off we were afcgred safe and sound for the night after our first misadventure. )

Wth-the sound know edge that we woul d not run aground again, we were on our way the second day.
Before sunset ‘we were agfound again, thanks to the Captain. This time We had the Coast Guard rescue

us, much-to our n‘8 [rassment. : - _ : :
VE-COHfInueﬁ' ﬂr voya?e Wi th sone apprehension-after thesetwo episodes. Qur voyage carried on
very-smootnly,™ fte sajiledlihe Neuse and Alligator Rivers and Abenacl e and Bogue Sounds, and notored

up the picturesque, narrowscanals. W net many Canadi an boats goi ng hone after a wnter of cruising
in the Bahamas. Every night there was a beautiful spot to anch9r and it was common to watch shrinpers
shrinping i nt he eveni NG .« . ' : r ]

rT|r§%_naJor stop.was Hanpton, Virginia, across Norfolk; where we.were storned in for three
days. _ Here V€ watched navat ships and planes and freighters coming in fromall over the world. .
Tina made friegdswththe fishermen and it was free fish tor supper. Another spot to retire to.
I't was Very, sad todégycﬂoodbye but the tine was flying. ; -

Nor f ol k har bouT,” Chesapeake Bay, is a maze of channel marKkers, fish traps, restricted areas,
freighters, subnarines, and ¢j?ppy Seas. It was to be a zigszag sail all the way to Fluton, our next
stop. Whelrthe wind died in the afternoon we were forced to use our iron Jenny, but within a half hour
the water .inpellor went on the engine and we were forced to drift into Fluton harbour. Two days |ater,
with the help of some crazy glue for our Inpellor, we were on-our way heading for Annapol i s, ryl and.
There Was a two nmile'visibility and rather than fol | owing the shi ppi ng channel, we decided to stay .
close to shore. W sighted another sailboat that was apparently going.in the same directi on and we
decided to follow him .Wat a mistake! W nade a 180 degree circle that took 6 hours and found our-
selvesfgo'nﬁbup the Potonac ‘Rivey, to Washington. Quickly correcting our course, we had a night's stop
at the "0l OITONS, “a. speci al boating harbour on the Chesapeake. The next day, sailing through |ine
squalls with heavy w nds and poor visibility, we finally arrived at Annapolis.

V¥ were holed up for three days because of bad weat her, sai ling at anchor and heel ed over under
bare pol es. During.those days we.explored Annapolis and we coul d have remai ned her eof orever.

On-our fourthday we wei ghed ‘anchor and our course was set for Cape May. On our sai | down the. ...
Del aware we nmet 't he Coast Guard Eagle under sail, very spectacul ar, NS ¢

Cape May,” America's ol dest shore resort, is a stopover for_boats going north or:=south.-The prices
at the marinas.is very-high, sowre tied up'to-a fishing boat and again, because of Tina:; we had all the
scal l ops we wanted for supper. |t was here that we first |earned about cruising pernits for the US
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Ted, lga and Tina Cartledge ( Cont' d)

Please noted |t is a nust that a Canadian has a cruising pernmit for the waters of the US with the
stipulation that a call must be made at every mmjor custons office. O herw se, there can be a fine
of up to $50,000 and the boat inpounded. .

Ch well, with no pernmit we carried on. For three days we notored al ong the Atlantic to New York

aﬂd finally we noored at the Atlantic Highlands, replenishi ng our supply of food and picking up new
charts, .
Qur first day up the Hudson River was sl ow and very tiring. The weather was nuch cool er, so we
bundl ed up in Jackets. Fourteen hours later we had covered a di stance of twenty=ei ght mles, bucking
anI ebbi Sg tide, dodging freighters, debris, and garbage barges. The stop at Nyak Yacht dub was wel |
wel coned.

The scenery up the Hudson waS spectacul ar, with mansions al ong the shore line and castles built
on hills. The only deterrent was the filth of the Hudson. V& lowered our mast Just before Troy, New
York - five hours of work in the pouring rain. This was in preparation of going up the Erie barge
canal and the Oswego Canal with a total of thirty=one | ocks.

Working the | ocks was interesting and with the hel p of our daughter we were able to maneuver our
boat in and out of |ocks without nuch trouble. Some of these |ocks were equi pped wi th parks where we
were able to spend the night and visit with the |ocal peopl e. .

V& arrived in Gswego on May 31st and up went the mast in the rain. The next day, with a strong
northeast wind blowing and rain, we headed out for Toronto. OQur first seven hours out was the roughest
going We had the entire trip. And when the wind finally died, it became SO very cold and danmp that we
could only remain on one hour watches. _

June 2nd, 12 P.M, we arrived at Toronto Custons and two hours later we were at Port Credit Har bour
at last. There was a feeling of utter relaxation, of peace and of accorrBI i shnent.

o Voul ge!we do it again? Definitely YES - but in the distant future. ou zee, our boat was conpletely
are insi

EDITOR'S NOTE Ve can't wait until you really do the "real thing"!
Recei ved August 16, 1976 Home Port: Santa Cruz, California

Ken and Mary Nutt - Hul | #3 W28 - JEUDI PROCHAI N
Santa Cruz, California

Just a quick note to thank all of the Westsail peopl e, especially Ron Urnmini and Les Schultz, for

hel pi \r}\g us nake our dreama reality. 1
brought JEUDI PROCHAI N down from Sausal ito through 40 niles of dense fog, followed by a sleigh

ride under head sails along with winds up to 31 knots on the starboard quarter.

The 28 is a great boat and is all Westsaii. People gather around wherever we go to | ook her over.
We are Iiving on board so we neet a |lot of people. : )

Last week we sailed around Monterey Bay, spending time at Monterey and Stillwater Cove - W have
encountered N0 naj or probl ems, excepting the two bridges that separate Santa Cruz upper harbor from ,
the lower harbor and the bay, and a Commodore of the [ocal yacht club who disli kes Liveaboards. The
first problemis alleviated by the hanged nast: the other is hopel ess but not serious.

V¥ hope to hear from other Liveaboards and 28 owners and swap i nformation

Thanks agai n.

Recei ved August 16, 1976 ; Home Port: Montreal, Canada
Donal d Cash = Hul | #428 S| XPENCE Bl
Montreal, Canada

Greetings fell ow chosen Westsailers. Just back from Lake Chanplain and a month of full time living
aboard - no marinas. The boat, except for one missing bunk in the bow cabin was basi cal | y finished =
Just 1acking nmoul dings and some trim and di esel stove. The latter arrived from Vancouver minus the =
stove pipe, deck water iron and with the carturator 90 degrees nisaligned a couple of days before
leaving. So, reluctantly, we |eft it behind and used an al cohol stove. What a boat! :

For three days we didn't shake the reef out of the main and we rolled the rail down to the water
for the first tine « but what a Joy. One high spot was to neet | MVAMOU and her naked crew and ta
receive her cannon blast salute (my ears are still ringing). W went back to Savage | sl and Eat erto
visit them but couldn't find them Everywhere we went we had admiri ng (Jeal ous) visitors apboard all
saying that this was their ultinmate boat ... "one day...". W found that we sailed a | ot at anchor
even with two bow anchors set - and we have Jyst found out that the trick with the Bridl e ( Cruising *
Wrld' s special sumrer issue, page 19). W also calibrated our fuel tank by using a pl exi FI as tube of

smal | dianeter and dipping with a finger over the tube as in a pipette. | enclosed our CF uul ations =
and would be happy to hear if anyone wants to check it. OF course, it pressupposes that [II1€ tank is
level. However, with the enclosed curve, the tube can easily be divided into eaual divisions and t he

gallonage will then be irregular. ED NOTE SEE SKETCH "A" AND " B"?]

Regards to all = and we hope the lettrrs keep coning and al so the W ndbag. .. they' re great! g
Recei ved August 18, 1976 Hone Port: Mani, Florida
Mchael and Carol Oritt - Hull #302 - PHOENI X RI DDLE b

Recently spent a few weeks in the Bahamas = N0 wi nd elimnated the Berry Islands, and so we Set=
tled for hanging around Bimni-GunaCat. Still worthwhil e " e Tt e

We . Carol, especially « had been on a new di et which we brought with us on the trip. Since it is
super well-suited for living on board (or anywhere), | pass it on. It's called macrobiotic, or zeri ig
TTﬁCI’ObI Ohl ¢ _gcooking, and is the diet followed in Japanese Zen Mbnasteries. There are \?\PI hl tual and .

osophi cal aspects which are “optional", although sensible and consistent not only ththe diet”
but al so together living. But the diet Itself is roughly as foll ows:



Mchael and Carol Qitt letter (Cont'd.)

Grains fromabout 507 of intake » brownrice, nillet, rye, corn, barley, buckwheat, etc.

ghe other /2 is made up of vegetables (30?7), 14? fish, fow and seeds, and 67 seaweeds and
eans.

No neats and no aninal products ( cheesg, nilk, etc).

No stinul ants (al cohol, caffeine, dope).

No chenical s, additives or poisons.

Cook with [ove, eat slowy, and enjoy.

COIPhw N

It can get nuch nore elaborate, as its advocates recomend a bal ance of intake of Yin and Yang
(aci d-base, nale-fenale, etc., etc.,) infood and all things. | amnot a purist and freely include
SONMe dairy products for variety., Those who want to pursue it should read Zen Macr obi oti ¢ Cooki ng by
M chel Abehsera ( Avon) and Chico San Cookbook by Cornellia A hara (Gonf). Mbst ingredients should be
avai |l abl e at Health Pood Stores or Oriental groceries.

) Aside frombeing really good and good for you, the diet works well shi pboard, as so many of the
ingredients are dry. = Pish and shel|lfish are readily available fresh, and sprouts of various sorts

fill infor fresh vegetables. [It's not that it is entirely different fromour previous cruising diets,
Just healthier, better tasting, and nore fun. Al so elininates canned foods. Enjoy it.

EDI TOR'S NOTE _ No al cohol 222

Recei ved August 19, 1976 Hone Port: Marina del Rey, California
“Gary and Jacki e Hasenstab « Hul | #404 « @NQUI RO

The historic battle of man against the odds is still bei ng waged wi thin the bowel s of GONQU RD. As
| amsureis frequently the case, man will prevail: but as yet that eventuality is a distant occurrence.
Havi ng no real training or experience In cabinet making, or even boat building for that matter, | have
tended to view many of "the individual tasks involved In the construction of the interior as bel ng beys
othny ability, both in terms of howto actually acconplish the task and then to do it In a manner of
such quality that it neets ny standards of acceptability. Such anxieties and fears dissipate when
each "inpossible" job is studied, planned, nock=ups tested, and the final effort passes-|nspection
Wile the entire job may seemdifficult, perhaps the separate el ements are not so when approached
one at atinme. | fully agree that the construction manual |eaves nuch to the inagina;ipn when you
don't have a conpl eted boat avail able as a nodel ; however, a conplete manual would elininate much of
the chal lenge and probably be at |east twelve vol unes rather than one. |n spite of all this, | am
enjoying the building as much as the sailing

am now pl eased to report that fibreglass is no longer visible in the main cabin, other than on
the overhead. Tongue and groove teak panelling is nowin place,..what a dramatic inprovenent! The
panel | ing operation is now proceeding to the area forward of the aft main-bul kheads. _

Progress has been sl owed sonewhat over the past five nonths as ny right wist has been in a cast
for that period. Needless to say, | amright handed. Oddly enough, the bone was fractured over four

years ago, but went undiscovered until | needed It nost, . _ .
. Speaking of sailing, | get a vicarious pleasure I n readi ng of the experiences of others in the
cruising letters, and look forward to the time when | will be able to report on my own experi ences
at sea  Meanwhile, saw, drill, screw, sand...saw, drill, glge, SCrew
Recei ved August 20, 1976 Home Port: Stratford, Connecticut

Betty and George Keddy « Hul | #547 - PERSEPHONE

Shoul d we take delivery of our sailaway &mﬁth power) at the factory? No, we said, a waste of
precious time; too nuch to do. Besides, she has no Insides. But could we go through a season wit hout
sailing? No, we said Besides, we need a vacation = not Just nmore work = albeit of a different kind.

~Recommendation to prospective boat owners: |f at all possi bl e, take delivery of your boat at the

factory.
iy l¥ Being at the factory nmakes it easier and faster to take care of all the last minute problens
; whi ch invariably arise.
2). Taking a shakedown cruise near the factory has obvi ous advant ages.
33~ .Seei ng how your vessel was built and neeting al |l those caring fol ks who built her Is very
reassuring.
CAUTION Be sure ghe wi |l be ready when you are! V¥ arrived on the appointed date but our sails did
not .= and now, a nonth later, still havern't. Fortunately, we were |ent the mainsail fromhul | #447
and a %?noa_and SO were not delayed. (\% don’'t blane you, #447, for not accepting that unique mainsail).
| MPORTANT: "R an your engine’s first oil change, filter change, head bolt torqulng, etc. (20 hours for
a Volvo Penta). Also, if you.have a Vol vo Penta, take careto put in the correct amount of oi |.
Learning this | esson for us was the start of a very dramatic day. W d had the oil changed in the
morning at Elizabeth Gty, North Carolina, and were planning to go up the Dismal Swanp Canal to Ports-
mouth, Virginia As we headed up the harbor with nore than enough tine to reach the first |ock, the
Oi | pressure alarmlight cane on. Back to the marina we headed to find the nmechani ¢ who had changed

the oil. "Fortunately, a former owner of the very sane type of engine was tied up-opPosite us. He had
nothing but praise for the engine but cautioned that |t can take as l'ong as an hour for the required
amount of oil to go In through the oil filler hole. The owner's manual advice on quicker filling

through the val ve cover plugs soon solved the problem However, now we had anot her problem No | onger
m?g there plenty of time to make the 3 o clock and the 6 o clock lock openings -« but that's anot her
stdry, =~ . . -

A brief comment re our voyage and our accommodations. The voyage - superb. She handlﬁfifﬁfCSqtter

than We expected, especially in light air. Stopping every day, we made the 800 niles from vitle
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Betty and George Keddy |etter ( Cont' d)

Beach to Stratford, Connecticut In 17 days without pushing but al so without any dilly«dallying. The
accommodat i ons - super. W were so confortable with our glorified canpi ng arrangements that we Joked
about finishing her with wallto wall carpeting and no built-in furniture. A versatile and | mport ant
addition to our canpin% %ear: two beanbag chairs = used bel ow and on deck in nunerous ways.

A final note: PERSEPHONE has Just ridden through the eye of Hurricane Belle. |t was a | ong wat ch
that night with a few anxi ous nonents. The outcome, not a hair out of place = far |uckier than Sone
of hernei ghbors who were high and dry in the aftermath or had hull and superstructure danage.

Recei ved August 23, 1976 Home Port: Chattanooga, Tennessee
Skip and Jan Shepherd = Hul | #365 - GENESI S
Front Yard, Tennessee

Quess it's about tinme we reported in; enjoy the cruising letters so much.

GENESIS is really showing the progress now W have her Just about all i nsul ated, glassed over
and painted. Engine roomis about conplete ( Hoorayl). \Wat a Job; ny back will never be the sane.

Only real building left is the sit down chart table, and that is nowin progress. .

mt say I'mlooking forward to all the sanding and varnishing. |s there ameasy way to do jt?

Thought we were going to launch this fall, but alittle change injians. The |evel of the T.V. A

%Tennessee Val l ey Authority), Chickanauga Lake, is dropped some 10 feet during the winter nonths, So

oats like ours with a deeper draft don"t have much choice but to stay in the channel. Couad present
a problem getting back to hone port. Besides that, | would really |ike to have her ALL conplete
before the launch, as | know after she's in the water play will cone before work.

About next April 15th there will be a party. ( That's when they raise the water |evel again). Until
then, we'l| labor = and dream of Spring.

Tal k about dreams, we spent three days in Newport, Rhode Island, anongst the Tall Ships. Just too
beautiful to describe. Saw a couple of Westsails there, but we were |andl ocked so coul dn't get to them
Was crowded, but well worth the trip, 'cause the crowmd was all there for the sane thing. Quess we were
born 200 years too | ate.

Keep sailif eece

EDI TOR S NOTE _(One suggestion | nmade to someone el se waz hiring sone high school boys who are i n woode
working classesZ YOU can get themfor about $2. 00 an hour here n California - maybe cheaper L0 lennes.
S€e. _Wih supervision they work well and 3eemto enjoy the task.- _You can contest your |ocal hi gh school
ror arererence fromthe woodshop teacher. AT | CaNn say is, the person | reconmended this to called
later to thank me, so T guess all went well. i B W 5

Recei ved August 24, 1976 ; Hone Port: Monterey, California-
Peter McKay « Hull #370 - RATTLER 2
Mammot h Lakes, California

RATTLER has been in the water a little over a year nowand is still far fromfinished. But she
functjons and has already been a few places. | singlehanded her twice up the coast this sSsumer, once

fromVentura the first week of June, and recently fromSan Diego(after a sail to Ensenada with crew.
The second trip was uneventful but the first was pretty rough, with strong wi nds and seas on thei:
nose that didn't |et up from Point Conception to. Monterey. ~The B was usel ess heading into it, SO~
| sailed the whole way with staysail and doubl e-reefed main, nmaking tacks of about 50 miles out and
back. | was able to anchor twice but had to spend three ot her nights at sea | thought | was far
enough out to go bel ow and sleep safely, but | was always wide awake within five ninutes of I yi ng down
and had to stick ny head out for another |ook around the horizon. And sure enough, on one occasion
there was a huge ShiE about 100 yards away in the darkness. | had to conclude it is a bit reckless to
cruise without a | ookout even 50 niles out.
That trip convinced me there are two things that are i ndi spensabl e for cruisinﬁ t hese waters when
the red flag is up: (1) a spray dodger, and (2? a heater. | couldn't open the hatch without getting e
a drenching and the hatch often opened by itself when the boat slammed into a wave. By the tine| got,
to Mnterey everything was soaked, including the VHF radi o (which ceased to function as a result) while
| reached a point where | could no | onger get warm . _ _
) | "ve been col I ecting information on heaters, and | would be interested in hearing nore fromcrui ss
ing letter contributors regarding the heaters they have installed For exanpl e, how wel| does a di esel
heater work under adverse conditions? On the June trip RATTLER bucked and pitched so violently at =
times that | have to think a drip«feed heater woul d have spilled or gone out. Wuldn't a pressure
kerosene heater be best for heavy weather use? That is especially the tinme you would |ike to have a
good, safe heater going and not have to fuss with it. : : : )
Finally, a few words about ny experience with the Larwyck vane, which you sold ne a year ago wit he
out reservations, but about which you now sound so equi vocal! The vane has gi ven e some trouble and
| have spent a few hours in port working on it. On one occasion | renoved the vane fromthe boat and
took it back to the manufacturer. who is at |least conveniently located i n Southern California and i
was very hel pful. That occasion resulted when the |ower part of the vane got bent about 45 degrees ..
after plowing through a kel p bed. The manufacturer admitted that that had happened before and that he.
had subsequently beefed up the device, and he repl aced my crippled piece with the newer, stronger Vers
sion. Then on this |atest trip, some set screws cane | oose,spilling some bearings into the sea -y - ;
However, even with the 45 degree bend, and the | oss of bearings, the vane continued t0 steer the »
boat, which | would say it has now done quite well for about 2500 miles. It also seens to wor k- equal | y
wellwoja al | points of sail, including dead running. At any rate, now that |'ve figu{ed out howit
works and think | can troubl eshoot it (I acquired a bag of spare parts fromthe MNUTacturerVe.l have. -
a certain confidence that it is going to do what it i s supposed to do and | amgoing.to stick with It .r

EDITOR S NOTE _The Tayl or_kerosene heater works well...any ot her suggestions??




Recei ved August 25, 1976 Home Port: Stockton, San Francisco, California

" Jack and Lura Francis = Hull #568 = TAMARAC | |

Yes, we've been cruising the driveway since March 20, 1976, when our beautiful, big baby Liveaboard
32 was delivered without any problems from Costa Mesa It should have all been recorded on movie film
because the excitement far surpassed our inagining of the previous weeks. As SO0ON as the t rucki ng
conpany called to say she was on the way, Jack began to pace the floor and Lura got on the phone to
kith and kin. The next call came froma phone booth a few bl ocks away. "Have boat = where do you want
her?" "W || be right there to guide you", | said, and by this tinme our own ens, usually away in col -
l'ege, were here, so the four of us hurried to the little phone booth and the bi g boat.

Crowds were already gathering and we | ed the parade back to our home in north Stockton. "Put her
down there, please", we told the driver. "In the drivewa ?" "Yes", we assured him "right there where
our aut onobi | es used to park". Of course, they cdn no Tonger get into the doubl e garage, for the boat
bl ocks the way now, and besides, it's the workshop well equi pped to finish the Job. -

Lura broke out soft drinks, beer, wine, and chanpagne and soon the whol e nei ghbor hood and friends
and rel atives fromeverywhere were all having a very good tine. It lasted a long tine, too; well into
the night. Al the while, Jack is pacing around conferring with the truck driver and hol di ng vari ous
pi eces of wood bl ocks to hel p steady TAMARAC || on her cradle in our gently sloping driveway.

~ The scene hasn’'t changed nuch.” W' ve not | ogged any niles, -but we have nade progress and are
having a wonderful time doing it. Jack's first project Was a beautiful plexiglas and teak hatch Just
aft of the mast. Then the necessary beams were | am nated (in my painting studio) and | made a trip to
the Alaneda area for polyetheline foamfor insulating. W're not conpletely Insul ated throughout,
overhead is in, teak siding(nmilled out in our garage) is Just about all in(we worked together this
weekend in the forepeak on'that), portlights are in, and the next step probably is | ocker fronts and
drawers. —Qur plans call for teak decks and cabin sol e before | aunchi ng.

Jack Just has weekends for boat building, and once in awhile we have to mss a weekend of boat
work for 3one other activity.

During these sBring and summer nonths we conpl eted docunentation procedures. Jack carved our
nunber in OUr main beamwhile Lura painted on our official name and home port = San Franci sco in dark
“blue - also our rail stripe, red

I f we could Just turn our little street into atoll road, we woul d make a fortune. |t's akick to
3ee people drive by, slowdown, point, stop, and sonetines get edit of their cars. W ve had peopl e,
visitors to our town, who have been sent over to see "The Big Attraction”, while in Stockton

W seemto get to the San Francisco Bay area once in awhile and can't kee away fromthe marinas -
o0 ook, conmpare, make notes, and dream of the days not too far off now, when TAMARAC || will get her
nottomwet. "Until then, we really enjoy reading the cruising letters. Keep'em com ng

.. Received August 27, 1976 Home Port: Honol ul u, Hawai i
Ray and Louise Francis = Hull #3505 = OCEANA

_This is our first letter and we are delighted to be a part of the Westsail famly., W recentlé
received official word fromJimKern that the factory had started building our Westsail 32, Hul | #6 5,
about the middle of July. W expect to take delivery on the( conFIeted) vessel, at Newport Beach on
Cctober 15th, followed by 5 weeks of fitting out, equipnent jnstallation, provisioning, etc., and
shakedown in local California waters; then on Novenber 22nd ( or t her eabout s) set sail for Hawaii. WII
wite nore |ater as inportant events unfold W do enjoy reading the Westsail Cruising Letters

i nmensel y.

Recei ved August 30, 1976 Home Port: Marquette, M chigan
Stephen G Hyde, DDS - Hull #462 - G TANA

Just a short note toilet you know we' ve had a super sunmer for sailing and have been on both ends
of the | ake as wel|l as through the Canada | ocks at Sault Ste. Marie and down the St. Mary's river.
“‘Last weekend we sailed to Standard Rock, which is a |ighthouse 50 miles out on Lake Trout, before
headi ng back. The trout were all native trout and averaged from5 to 11 pounds.
| can only say that the Westsail 32 is the boat to match the reputation of Lake Superi or.

Récéived Septenber 3, 1976 Home Port: Pal m Beach, Florida
CHarlotte and Hank Chickering = Hul |l #335 « LADY RAPSCALLI ON

Dear Fel | ow West sail ers: . s .
.+« =M husband and | have Jyst returned fromour first one week Iong trip on our beautiful LADY RAP.
SCALLION ~ Actually, we received the conpleted V2 in July, 1975, and it never left the dock for a year.
Until | read in the Westsail newsletter that there are other Westsail owners of conpl eted boats that
rig, Install, and putter weekend after weekend, | thought | was married to a shallow water sailor and
this was the first Westsail houseboat. ' s .

_Anyway, we spent a week in the Mani-Ft. Lauderdal e area and \Westaailers who want a [ uxuri ous
respite fromtheir salty travels can't beat the clean showers, working | aundramats, and delicious food
at: Pier 66...but dockage is $10 a night. Don't expect to have many peopl e spectating your Westsail
since you'|| likely be docked next to $150,000, 50 foot raci ng machi nes. Plenty of dockage in the sum
ner. sailed to Mam's Mamarina(run by the city), where you can stay for a maxi numof 7 days at
$4 per night, which we strongly recommend to Westsailers who want toningle with cruising famlies from
al over the world. But have a bicycle or bus fare ready to get food and drink supplies. Day sailing
out Mani inlet to the ocean is an experience | shall never orget...south of us was a tug pulling a
huge crui se ship away fromthe dock while Chal k' s seaplane was revving up his engi ne 8ett|ng ready for
a takeoff, using the inlet as a runway, when a Coast Guard helicopter hovered overhead and a cargo
train-erossed a trestle over the water to the | oading dock...all within a couple of hundred yardsOfrom
us. ‘W Had a perfect sail 40 miles fromFt. Lauderdale to West Palmin the ocean, using the Gul f *7
Strfeam for ‘S'boost and made it in 10 hours without a tack except for the freighter that altered his
coursO‘and ‘made for a collision course with us and bearing of f Just barely in tine. RO?



Charlotte and Hank Chiekering letter (cont'd.)

After a week at sea there was one probl emwhi ch becanme increasingly annoying. Should | ever neet
the sadi st who designed the berths on the W82, | shall string himfromthe Kardarns by his toenails
and bl acken his eyes, just as | have blackened ny derriere and craniumon the forward conpartnent's
extrenmely |ow berth headliner. The other alternatives...the pilot berth is fine, for one person...
and the sliding berth is just that = sliding « as any couple will testify if they' ve attenpted to
spend the night there. Also it pivots noisily on wooden pins which is disconcerting for any couple
trying to listen to soft nusic on the radio. The dinette berth takes an inordinate |ength of tine
to di sassenble for anyone anxious to bed down for some "afternoon delight". Probably the ideal berth
for some spontaneous spooning ( pardon the alliteration) would be the forward conmpartnent if it was
desi gned 6" | ower.

W\ are not new yweds, nor are we starry-eyed kids. Just your average married couple in | ove who
want to know why the Westsail 32 was built without |ove in mind?

EDITOR S NOTE _As | have said before, ny personal choice for sleeping (or whatever) is the dinette
perth, at any rate | sinply haven' t heard anyone else with as nmany sleeping% or what ever) problens
as_you twol _ VHAT DO YOU TWD DO ANYWAY? _AIT kidding aside, originally the Wstsa ertns Wer e
B geT I ToWET —Tri e TRE-y 8ar s-5T - Broduct Toraf L he VBT S orehow L e bee h o s aar hetD.
Up, up CsimTar To "Pun with Dick and Jan€). Snider _and Lynne Vi ck had not personally SIEPL _on _any

ol _the later nmodel 372 S until last summer when their house Was being renpdel ed and they used a cursent
null nunmber Tto lirve on. The first day followng their tirst night on board, they both went down to
the Englineering bepartnent and wthin two weeks of that day, the Westsail 32 was back to s origlina
i lower. Retroflt patterns are available to thosevho are not satisfied wih their existing berths.
NEVER Tet 1t be said that Westsall stands in the way of true |ove! |

Recei ved September 15, 1976 Horae Port: King Harbor, California
Wayne and Tanya Walters - Hul | #552 = MON PANACHE

W did it. She's inthe water after too long on | and. Having never done a bottom before, it
probably took us twice as long but we like to think that we did a better job. |t was better than a
week before we took our first sail, Having never sailed anything |onger than 18 feet, we can't say
much about the characteristics. But it was great! W nust conmmend Westsail, especially Donna and
Marv, for the tremendous job they have done for us in the Custoner Service area V& received MON
PANACHE i n Decenber, 1975, and, not knowing what we had, we didn't Inventory. After we were in the
water we found we were mssing sone things, others were too short or too lohg, etc. But without any
question we got themall alnmost inmediately. Fantasticl! is all we can say. O course, now that
We're in the water, the tenptation is to sail rather than work. As aresult, not nuch has been ac-
conplished. But we're getting there. |f you re ever in the South Bay area and you see a cutter on
the horizon with tanbark sails, that's us.~ W haven t seen anyone with sails this color, rmuch | ess
acutter. Hawaii and the South Pacific are still along way off ( 2.3 years), but now, at |east, they
seemfinaIIY cl oser. .

.S |'"d be interested in where other Westsailers stowed various items. Mybe | could get a
stowage |ist from someone

Recei ved Septenber 17, 1976 Home Port: San Francisco "1
Ron Kosage and Joan Martin - Hull #512 = ASYLUM e
Pel i can Harbor =« Sausallto, California

A strange trio it was that tripped out on unbridled fantasies. Together in dreanms, individuals 2
apart, they drifted toward a fantasy ship and the islands of their ninds. - E

Quietly a cork popped, cups touched, "To the four of us", was whispered - a vision took form r
and ASYLUM was christened. The Trip: Joan Martin, Ron Kosage, Al Kenp.

Recei ved Septenber 20, 1976 Home Port: San Francisco_.
Jock, Karolyn, & Kathy Pugitt « Hull #31 - AQU LA '
Pago Pago, Anerican Sanpa

After Ieaving Nuku Hiva we stopped at Ahe, in the Tuanotues, for a week. W would have stayed 'TC
3or 4if we hadn't already used our 3 month visatinme. Ahe is still the high ﬁoint of our trIF. The
people were the nost hospitable and gracious of any we have net anywhere, and the | agoon was al t he
things a South Pacific atoll should be; warm clear, turquoise water filled with an utterly fantastlf
array of coral _and fish. The coral was all the colors of the rainbow, in nore shapes than nost people
could dream The fish were equallr diverse in colors and shapes. One had green, purple, blue, and
yellow in the nost vivid shades, all on a shape not 6" long. W also saw sonme | ess appeal i ng creatures,
such as noray eels and bl ackstipped reef sharks. W were told that these sharks were not dangerous * .
unl ess there were a "pack", being about 5.6 feet long and very well fed on snaller fish along the reef.
The day we saw 4 together we cut short our swimand didn't wait to test this theoryl

After Ahe we went on to Tahiti, picking up ny sister for atrip out to Bora Bora. As far as
swinming went, Bora Bora was al nost equal to Ahe, and the rest of the "Islands Under the Wnd" took °
next place. Tahiti we enjoyed by spending most of our tinme away from Papeete, as that is just a'city
on a dirty harbor after the novelty wears off. Punavia and Mataiea ( Tahiti) were our favorite places;
the first for the other boats and the shallow water, making swimming a treat, and the second for the® =
fam |y which adopted us. Al phonse is a Tahitian who had the good fortune to visit the USy | halo\2 *
and 19\5, wearing a French naval uniform As aresult, he has only fond nenories of the US’, ‘and
l'ikes Anericans very nuch.

After callin P ain at the leeward islands we sailed on down to Rarotonga in the Codk 1s|ands.

Here again, we COH 8 have spent |onger than our 2 weeks enLoying the peopl e (they spoke English = im
portant after 5 nonths in French territory) and the other boats. Here we met nore New Zeal anders,



Jock, Karolyn, 4 Kathy Fugitt |etter (Cont'd.)

and enj oyed getting to know them The only bad part of Rarotonga was the smal | har bor, exposed when-
ever the wind swung toward the north.

Qur immediate goal was to get to American Sampa for the Bi=Centennial, and we did make it, after
an 11 day trip to go 780 rhumline miles. This was our worst trip yet, with a week of |ight headw nds
or no wind, then 4 days of 15.45 knots, nostly from behind the beam W& managed to break a whi sker
pol e when one of the early gusts hit 35 knots, and we used our trysail for the first time when the
wind was around 35 with gusts 45 and up. W nmade over 110 niles t hat day, and in another boat we
m ght have been worried, but AQUI LA al ways inspires confidence. W know she will get t hrough, but
someti nes we wonder about oursel ves. _ )

Sampa as an island is much the same as the others we have visited, but the people are quite difs
ferent. First of all, they have nore of a Mel anesi an appearance than Marquesans or Tah|t|an§, and
secondly, their society is more obviously ruled by the "matai " (chiefs) elected by the "alga" (greater
famly).  But the biggest difference is the acceptance of violence, In the other islands we were told
that "parents don't ﬁ|t their children”, but here it starts at an earIY age and doesn’t stop at maturity.
Wat ever the differences, we have not been di sappointed i n our personal dealings with the Sanpans. They
have been friendly and hel pful for the nost part. i !

Ve will be here in Pago Pago harbor for a few nmonths, as Jock has taken the Job of delivering
anot her boat back to California and i s now between t he equator and Hawaii. Kathy (15) has started
school here and is | ooking forward to staying put for awhile. _

Greetings to all our friends = it is fun to share experiences this way = thanks, Jeannette.

Recei ved Septenber 20, 1976 Home Port: Los Angeles, California
Russ & W1 ma Varval and Gene 4 Virginia Ford
W2 . Hull #80 - W NDRI FTER

On Septenmber 30, it will be six months since we took delivery of WNDRI FTER, our Westsall 42, Hul
#80, conplete with deck, cap rails installed and including a cabin sole, fiberglass aft cabin pan and
bul kheads. It hardly seens possible that nearly six nmonths have elapsed. So in order to keep our
nanes on the nmailing list to receive the VWndbaE, Vestsail newsletters and other pertinent literature,
We nust bring you up-tosdate regardi ng WNDRI FTER | ) gt :

. She was delivered to the shipyard at Redondo Beach and we spent a hectic, if not frantic 13 days
installing our engine, propeller, shaft log, thrushulls, and steering. W etched and pai nted t he bot-
tomand | aunched 14 days after delivery. (Wat a way to spend a vacation ) 4 ]

On April 14, after Iaunching, we spent the rest of the day testing the engine within the confines
of the Redondo Beach Harbor. On Thursday, April 15, we decided to notor up to Marina del Rey, but
when we started home, 2 red flags on the Coast Guard Flag Staff ?ave warni ng that Mther Nature had
“decided not to cooperate with us. After venturing about one half nile out of the breakwater at Redondo
we decided that discretion was the better part of valor (we chickened out is what we did), and turned
gboutAgndlheaded back into the safe confines of the Redondo Beach Harbor where we remi ned until Suna

ay, ri :

On the 18th, we notored up to Del Rey in about one hour and 45 minutes. W had an uneventful trip
up the coast and kept in touch with the shore by means of a citizens band radio. W pulled WNDR FTER
Into our slip where she has rested sjnce then

Wien we | ook back to March 30, it seens that al ot has happened, but.it certainly has been terribly
slow However, at this time we have acconplished t he following. we ha ve installed fuel tanks with
the capacity of 189 gallons, water tanks with the capaci ty of 200 gallons, installed all venting and
feed |1 nes. W have the engine conpletely installed, all fuel fill hoses and piping are in, including
fuel filters and water filters. . . . :

V¥ al so have the engine | nstrunent panel nmounted tenporarily. W ve installed the wheel steering
and al | cables and pul | eys, i ncluding the quadrant. W' ve conpletely fabricated and installed the
stern pul pit and we have planked and installed the bow pul pit. W have the mast support in, and the
mast steﬁ plate installed, as well as the mai nsheet travel ler. W have our rigging on hand (not.
wi thout neadaches and heartaches, as the manufact urer provided the cables the wong length the first
time). \W have our winches on hand and are awaiting delivery of our masting and oUr boons.

S n%t I ooks as though we should be able to sail for the first tinme perhaps in |ate Novenber or early
cenber.

As to the interior, | can cover it in one word - "Zilch W ve been busy getting the top side
conpleted and are about to cut Our main cabin w ndows. Hopeful |y, we will be installing our mast and
boons, between the first and 15th of Cctober. Al chain plates are installed, and as soon as our nast
I's, stepped we will install the cabin windows and then the stanchions and life Iines. _

V¢ are endeavoring to do everything top side to make her | ook |ike a Westsail 42. W have quite
a way to go before we can actually say she does | ook |ike a Westsail 42. At the present she's riding
about 10" "above her designated waterline, but of course, we don't have a full load of fuel and we don't
have the masting and rigging installed as yet, nor do we have anything installed in the interior. .

- Wen we initially took delivery, we figured it woul d be 18 nmonths to conpletion ~W're not beyond
this conception at this point, but Y woul d feel we probably will be running past the 18 month linit.
The detailed and difficult work is yet to come, but one thing we can all say, and that is, "the bui | di ng
of "WNDRI FTER has done alot to keep us out of mischief the past six nonths". : ,

I't's been alot of fun and me'FI try to keep you posted as tine goes on regarding our progress in =
the coni ng. nont hs. .

Meanwhi | e, keep the Wndbag and the newsletters coni ng

Regéived_Septenber 24, 1976 Home Port: Nashville, Indiana,.
Bob 4.Posey Marts - Hull #27\ - ABI GAI L B aoNG3 2T
Tarpon..Springs, Florida et g e "
Just.taking.|ife easy, living aboard, and having fun. Keep those |etters*coning.’ "How about
VI, i ‘ R . 3= et 1 b
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Bob and Posey Martz letter (Cont' d.)
bringing us up to date on Ferenc Mate? He is a patron saint to many of us.

EDITOR S NOTE __Ferenc and Candice Mite have been vacillating between cruising and doi ng guest apa
pearances to publicize his book "Froma Bare HUlT". From Canada to the East Coast, back tO Caljfore
Nda,and rromihere, who knows where? Tt is inpossible for Us to keep up w thhi mand Candi ce at the
pace they're going. Buf all is well with them and WARM RATN as of the end of Sept enber, the [ast tine
I_tTalked To them 3

Recei ved Sept enber 27, 1976 : Home Port: Richardson, Texas
Bob and Pat Bailey - Hull #266 POOH BEAR

Progress on_POOH BEAR continues to be slow, but at |east sone progress can be seen si nce ny | ast
letter (Spring '76). Al of the deck, cabin house, and cockpit has been conpleted, ports installed,
and water tanks fabbed and tested. During the hot Texas summer | deci ded t o abandon all work bel ow
and get on with the topside carpentry. The teak caprails, heavy duty rub rails and cabin noul di ngs
are nowinstalled and ready to be oiied. POOHis beginning to have an outward air of ekegance appr o=
priate for a Wstsail. In preparation for the next Step, the sprung teak deck, | have placed orders
for $100 worth of screws, $200 worth of beddi ng conpound and $700 worth of teak! By the way, |'m
eagerli/ awai ting that promsed article in the Wndbag on "Care and Feeding of Teak". At the price of

t eak, should treat it better than my fanmily. As the weat her deteriorates this winter, | will get
started on the interior. |'mnore than ready for POOH BEAR t0 have an i nward glowin addition to the
new outward gl ow _ .

The fol 'owing may not be appropriate for Cruisi ng Letters, but I'll include It for use as sone-

one sees fit.

This spring | realized that | had invested a year and a half of hard work and a whol e | ot of
money 1 n a boat w thout any firsthand experience inits sailing or handling qualities. The sum total
of ny time on a V82 was a nmotor (no wind) froma Marina del Rey slip to the breakwater and back, witha
out even touching the tiller. | resolved to correct this and indeed | now have. | chartered Jack
Paden s V2 DATA"BASE in early June and with three sailing friends made a trip from Gal veston to
Port |sabel (Brownsville, Texas) and back, about 700 miles total across the Gulf of Mexico. The trip
was an unqualified success, in spite of continual difficulty with the electrical system The weather
was perfect; in fact, too perfect toreally test the boat. ~Wnds stayed between 8 and 18 knot s,
except for one brief squall as we left Port Isabel and the | ast day when |t got up to 25 knots., The
boat handl ed beautiful I'y under all conditions. W rigged a 3heet=tostiller self-steeri ng arrangement
upon | eaving Gal veston and used it on all points of sail throughout the trip. It even worked fai rly
-wel | on a broad reach with the true wind only about 10 knots and a rather mean Cross sea that rolled
the wind out of the sails every fewseconds.  On the return, we sailed for 34 hours without touchi ng
the tiller. Relieved of the tediumof steering, one man watches worked out beautiful | y and everyone
had plenty of sleep.

The dreaded beat fromPort |sabel turned out to be a pleasure. The angl e of heel was greater
than | anticipated in |light winds, but the noti on Was so easy that | never noticed the angle. The
boat was extrenely dry and free from spra%. We did not pound even one tinme (the closest thi ng to It
was a loud "squish" once). The angle of heel |ncreased only slowy as the wind picked up and it took
a 30 Iol us knot squall while hard on the wind to put the rail under.

can summari ze one week eval uation of the W82 as foll ows:

L Very confortabl e and easy on the crew : . :

. Mre tender than | expected In light winds but fairly stiff in stronger w nds.

3 Points well, foots faster and generally sails better than | had anticipated (at |east under

the conditions that we encountered). : -

4, Frighting to maneuver in close quarters of a marina but backs better than any sail boat |

have ever handl ed. :

o Inspires confidence and envy anong sailors and non-sailors alikes . :
. V& finished the trip back at Galveston with two dead batteries so had to make a down wi nd | andi ng
under sail. M visions of a $500,000 yacht skewered on a V@2 bowsprit dissolved into a near perfect

I agdi ng j’ﬂ the desired dock position ( sonething never mastered while | andi ng an airplane with an
audi ence).

The week of vacation was not only enjoyabl e, but confirmed the wi sdomof ny selection of a
Westsai | 32 over two years ago, based on general design and quality build Now mesdback t0 the G ands
daddy of all home projects, building POOH BEAR

EDITOR S NOTE | have begged, pleaded, cajoled, and cried to get the article fromsoneone for the
"Handbook on the care of Teak" = - all to no avail. Therefore, any of you owners with the know edge
and experience necessary to wite this type of article, | amofferi ng a gift certificate good for any

accessory itemin the Wndbag Catalog i n"the anount of $100 for an article on the care of teak that
is accepted for publication by the Wndbag editor, Lynne Vick.

Recei ved Septenber 28, 1976 ' Horae Port: Franklinville, NY.
Donald J. Fi %ura = Hul | #379 WH TE FLY

Lockport, N

W' re enclosing two articles fromthe Buffal o newspgpers = these pretty nuch sumup what we've
been up to the last year or so. These articles give Credit to Westsail and Boat Transit = and We' d
like Wu to construe these as our first cruising |etter.
Il wite again when we get nore-experience under our belt and further away from hone port.
Saw'Beatrice” out of Detroit « on Erie Canal on 9«11.76. No hul| nunmber visible as mast ‘Was on
deck as ours is to facilitate passage thru canal. = ,
EDI TOR S NOTE  PLEASE SEE THE AB VENTI ONED NEWSPAPER - ARTI CLES UNDER " SKETCH C'.




