 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1If it has never been done before, you should remove the portlights, stanchions, and hawse pipes and renew the caulking under them.  If you have the 2" spun brass deck scuppers, they should be caulked in place, as they cannot be removed without destroying them.  If you do remove them, I have fiberglass tubing available to replace them, which is installed with epoxy putty for a permanent replacement.  The caulking should be renewed around the sampson posts on the W32, and around the caprails.  Using masking tape on the caprails, you should be able to get a good seam on both sides to help prevent hull to deck leaks.  Check for rot, or soft wood, on all of the fittings attached to the bowsprit and boomkin.  A sharp pocket knife pushed in around each fitting should give you an indication if there are any problems here.  The wood cheeks on the rudder also are prone to rotting, but that is not a structural problem, as there is a metal box under them that takes the rudder to tiller loads.  

BOBSTAY FITTING LEAKS

A slight weeping problem of the bobstay fitting is not too unusual.  I have heard of it happening to some boats.  As long as the inside glassing is good, then cleaning out and re-packing the outside of the slot against the fitting is correct.  I use a polyurethane caulking rather than an epoxy putty, as it is more flexible, and should hold out the water and last longer than epoxy.  Use masking tape to mask off the seam width on the hull and the fitting, put on the bead of caulking, force it into the crack, then wipe off the excess with a small rounded tool or stick.  Pull the tape after about a half-hour, and you will have a clean caulked seam.  Move some weight out of the bow and into the stern to raise the fitting above the water if you are doing this job while still afloat.  Be sure to put a piece of zinc on the bobstay fitting to prevent electrolysis.

HULL TO DECK JOINT LEAKS - ORIGINAL WESTSAIL 32 HULL MOLD

If your boat is one of the early ones, it was made with a wooden sheer clamp bonded to the inside top edge of the hull, and used as a flange to fasten down the deck.  After the deck was set on the wooden edge with caulking, it was fastened down with screws, then the exterior edge between the hull and deck was filled with a polyester putty to seal the edge.  On some of these installations, the putty has cracked out, and let water in through the joint.

I would recommend checking and testing this area on the exterior side of the hull just under the caprail for leaks.  If found, clean out the brittle putty and caulk with a good grade of polyurethane caulking.  Use masking tape on either side of the seam, squeeze in the caulking well with a putty knife, then pull the tape for a clean, well caulked seam.

July, 2005

J - 2

