ENGINE MOUNTS

If you have been noticing excessive vibration while running your engine, it is probably time to check the engine mounts.  They are set in a rubber donut, and if they are 10 years old, or older, you might want to consider replacing them.  At the same time, if you have a Westsail 32 with the full engine room liner, you might also want to consider bonding the pan to the hull to eliminate this cause of excessive vibration.

The Volvo used two different types of engine mounts, and one is an industry standard that I can get.  The other is a Volvo special and has to be ordered from Volvo, and hopefully they still stock them (and trust me, they are expensive), or otherwise it is necessary to convert over to the industry standard type.

The standard type has an aluminum base (or sometimes steel) with a threaded stud mounted in a rubber donut and sticking up, with two locking nuts on the stud.  The engine mounting bracket goes between the two nuts, and you can adjust the vertical height by moving the nuts up or down.  The mounting bolt spacing of this type of mount is 4", and the bottom nut is about 1-1/2" from the base.  Other models have the bottom nut up to 2" from the base.

The special Volvo mount had a steel cup over the rubber donut, with a stud and a nut on top.  There is no provision for easy adjustment, and shims between the bracket and the steel cup have to be used to get the adjustment.  The mounting bolt spacing of this type of mount is about 4-1/2", and on some MD3B engines, a two donut mount was used on the front.  If you have this type, and do not want to convert, contact a Volvo dealer, and have him try to order them for you.

If you want to convert, lift the engine up, and make up 1/2" thick aluminum or steel plates, with holes to fit the present bolts holding the Volvo mounts to the engine pan.  You can then drill and tap into these plates to use 3/8" bolts to hold down the new mounts at 4" centers.  These plates should be wide enough to rotate the mount slightly to miss the plate mounting bolts.  You may have to enlarge the holes in the engine brackets if the new studs are larger than the original ones.  Use lockwashers under the heads of the bolts, and never-seize compound on the threads.

If you attempt to remove the old mounts, and the nut turns but does not come off, it means that the bolts under the pan were not welded to a metal plate to prevent them from turning.  In this case, drill a 2" hole in the sidewall of the pan, alongside each mount, with the top about 1" down from the top of the pan.  This will give access to the bolt heads underneath.  The new mounts can be centered on the old locations, new holes drilled, and locknuts with large backup washers in​stalled under the pan.

Engine mounts for up to 50 HP engine, set of 4 ------------------------------------------------- $ 195.00

Engine mounts for 60 to 85 HP engine, set of 4 --------------------------------- contact Westsail Parts
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