COCKPIT FLOOR HATCH

I cannot take credit for this great addition to simplify engine room access on the boats, as I saw it on one of the Westsail 32's at a rendezvous.  An aluminum hatch was installed in the floor of the cockpit to gain easy and immediate access to the engine, transmission, stuffing box, and storage in the back end of the engine room.

A hole was cut in the fiberglass floor of the cockpit, and one of the standard, aluminum frame, cabin top hatches was bolted in place, with the hinge side aft.  Normally the hatch is just dropped down, and keeps out any small amounts of rainwater or splashes in the cockpit.  If you are going offshore, the hatch can be dogged down watertight by reaching in from the engine room opening behind the compan​ionway stairs.  Some also have the provision to lock the hatch down from the outside.  You will also gain additional light in the engine room when the hatch is dogged down, as these hatches have a plex center.

If you use the low profile design hatch, they are about 1" high.  The teak strips usually found in the cockpit floor are 1/2" high.  Teak strips should be attached to the plexiglass top to reinforce the hatch. and provide a non-slip surface.  They can be installed with an appropriate caulking material.  To install a hatch, simply cut an opening with a saber saw, trim back any teak strips to clear the outside of the aluminum frame, caulk, and bolt in place.

I have used the Nibo Model 1039 hatch, and a Vetus Planus hatch, both of which have an opening size of  about 19" square.  A Lewmar Medium Profile Size 60 hatch is also a good choice.  The outside of the frame is 22" square, and the cutout size is about 20" square.  They are about 1" high when closed, and have an aluminum frame, two clampdown levers, and smoked plexiglass center.  The hatch allows easy access into the engine room, yet fits nicely on the floor of the cockpit.  Other brands of aluminum hatches of about the same size are also available.

To install, start the cutout about 5" from the aft end of the cockpit wall and mark around the spigot of the hatch for a cutting line.  Use a carbide blade in a saber saw to easily cut the fiberglass and plywood core of the cockpit floor.  If you have the teak strips on the floor, after cutting out the opening, remove the small pieces at the aft end, and mark the forward end and sides to cut the rest of the teak.  Use a small circular saw, router, or a chisel to cut the slats so that the flange fits flat on the fiberglass.  Clean off the surface, drill 1/4" holes to fit the bolts, then caulk and bolt down.  Put masking tape on the flange so that the caulking does not smear the aluminum.  After cleaning up the excess caulking, pull the tape to achieve a smooth bead of caulking.

Contact Westsail Parts Co. for availability and cost of an appropriate aluminum hatch.
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