W32 MAINSHEET TRAVELER TRACK SYSTEM

I have had many inquiries regarding improving the sailing performance of the Westsail 32, and probably the most important area is the shape and control of the mainsail.  With the standard block setup from the end of the boom to the boomkin, it is very difficult to take the twist out of the mainsail, even with the use of a boom vang.  One good solution is to use a mainsheet traveler track across in front of the hatch, with a traveler car and control lines on either side to move the car and control the boom and sail shape.

I have been able to find a source of a very heavy web track, bent to a curve, with stainless steel adjustable riser bolted to the ends.  This track is self-supporting across the top of the hatch, and is used on other boats with mainsails of even larger area on molded fiberglass deck risers.  I have fitted it to the cabin top of many of the boats, and the track clears over the hatch.  Depending on whether you have a fiberglass or wood hatch, you need to raise the track to clear over your hatch.  The risers can be ordered in different heights to accommodate the hatch height.

The track risers are thru bolted to the cabin top just ahead of the hatch opening, and still permit a dodger to be installed just aft of it.  There is a nylon ball bearing track car, controlled by a 4 to 1 purchase tackle on each side, with built-in cam cleats for the control lines.  A ball bearing fiddle block with becket is used on the car, and three boom bails with blocks are installed on the boom.  One is directly above the car, a second aft of it by 9" to 12", and a third ahead by the same amount.  There is another single block at the gooseneck end of the main boom, a deck turning block at the base of the mast, and a cheek block by the forward corner of the main hatch.  The mainsheet runs thru these ball bearing blocks, to a winch on the aft end of the cabin top, usually to starboard.

All lines are easily controlled from the bridge deck at the forward end of the cockpit, thereby clearing the aft deck from the congestion of the mainsheet.  You need to have a winch on the cabin top to control the mainsheet, as with the midboom sheeting it is harder to pull in the mainsail.  By sheeting in the sail, then pulling the control lines to move the car, the mainsail is easily controlled and shaped for optimum sailing performance.  A dodger conversion is available to bring the control lines under a dodger if desired.

The traveler track is gray hardcoat anodized, with stainless steel blocks with ball bearing sheeves.  I usually supply a complete package of all parts, including all fasteners and control lines.  The only additional item needed would be a winch for the cabin top, and a mainsheet cleat.  Individual parts are also available, if you want to use some of the existing parts you might already have aboard.

The price of the entire unit, with track and risers, boom bails, all necessary

  ball bearing blocks and control lines, specify track width, riser height, and 

  cams cleats on the ends of the track or dodger conversion  --------------------------------  $ 1570.00

or if you prefer to buy the individual parts:

Traveler track, bent to fit, end caps, roller car, 4 to 1 controls, cam cleats

  and control lines or dodger conversion   ---------------------------------------------------------   800.00

Heavy duty risers only ------------------------------------------------------------------- pair ------   470.00

Fiddle block with becket – ball bearing –40-02-US ----------------------------------------------    68.00

Single blocks – ball bearing  -------------------------------------------------------------------------    35.00

Deck block – ball bearing -----------------------------------------------------------------------------   40.00

Cheek block ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   36.00

Boom bail with compression tube, bolt, locknut  ----------------------------------- each --------   25.00
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