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SOME RANDOM OBSERVATIONS AFTER MANY SURVEYS

I have been doing quite a number of surveys these past years, as the boats have been changing hands, and also many of the insurance companies are now requiring an updated survey to reinsure or change the valuation.  The market value has been steadily going up on all of the Westsail boats, so you might want to evaluate the amount of insurance you now carry to be sure it will replace the boat in the event of a total loss.

I know I have mentioned this recurring problem in many past articles, but it is worth repeating again now, due to another failure and loss of a mast on a Westsail 32.  This problem I am referring to is the boomkin stay attachment on the Westsail 32.  The early boats had a wooden crosspiece, a U bolt for the backstay attachment, and 1" tangs on the boomkin and on the hull.  The next change was a 2" x 2" angle stainless crosspiece, and the final change was a 2" x 4" stainless crosspiece, and the hull tangs were widened to 1-1/4".  

If you still have the 1" tangs on the hull, by all means replace them with wider ones.  The 1" ones have failed, both at the end where the stay is attached, and at the bolt where it is attached to the hull.  The metal piece needs additional width around to hole to have sufficient strength, and 1-1/4" wide will do it.  If you still have the wooden crosspiece, then I would highly recommend replacing it with a metal one.  A recent failure, with the subsequent need to replace the mast, was of the 3/8" bolt holding the upper tang to the crosspiece, as this is the weak point in the entire standing rigging system.  The U bolt in this case had also broken on one leg, inside the wood, and was only holding by one of the 1/4" legs.  Some of the 2" x 2" stainless crosspieces have bent up slightly, but I have not seen one of these fail.  You might want to have a reinforcement piece welded to the vertical part of the angle as a reinforcement, if you are heading offshore.  I do have the 2" x 4" stainless crosspieces available as a replacement.

Check the stays themselves for cracks in the swaged fittings, or broken strands in the wire.  If they are the original stays, and now 25 to 30 years old, you should replace them for peace of mind.  Also carefully check the wood on the boomkin itself for signs of rot or cracks, especially on the end under the metal crosspiece, and around the bolts holding them to the deck.  Check the attachment bolts for signs of bending, or movement of the boomkin forward along the deck.

We have found that the majority of the boats have a wood sliding main hatch, made from a sheet of plywood, covered with teak.  Over the years the water comes through the teak and saturates the plywood backing.  This backing then delaminates or rots, due to the humidity in the boat and lack of ventilation.  Most of the hatches do not have anything on the plywood to protect them, as they were originally oiled, and because the plywood is not usually visible as the hatch is open, the finish is not maintained.  We would recommend sealing the plywood with two coats of West or similar saturating epoxy, then painting or varnishing.  If the plywood is delaminated, or rotted, you might want to fill in with epoxy putty, or in extreme cases, rebuild the hatch using new plywood.

We have found termite infestation on a number of boats.  Yes, the wood eating flying termites found in most houses do love to go sailing once in a while and feast on plywood and fir that is not kept sealed with varnish or paint.  They normally do not attack teak, but will go for mahogany.  We have found termite damage in the plywood on the main sliding hatch, on the sampson posts and chain 
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