WESTSAIL 32 SPLIT BACKSTAYS WITH CHAINPLATES ON HULL

I have had a number of owners wish to do away with the boomkin, and use split backstays bolted to the hull on either side.  This can be done, and I have the parts available as a set.  The chainplates are bolted to the hull just outside of the boomkin, with a filler wedge piece of wood to hold them outside of the rubrail and caprail.  The backstay is cut about 6' up, a Staloc eye attached to it, and the turnbuckle and a triangular plate installed on the backstay.  Two legs come down to attach to the chainplates on the hull.  Approximately 12" to 14" must be cut off the boom for it to clear the new backstay position.  You will need to shorten the foot of the mainsail to about 15'.  It will not affect the sailing speed of the boat, and will help alleviate some weather helm.

If you wish to retain the boomkin for a wind vane, locate the chainplates just outboard of the boom​kin, or about 21" to 22" from the stern.  The farther forward you go, the more tiller travel you will have, but the more you will have to cut off the boom to clear the backstay.  I have tried to find the optimum position to have good tiller travel, yet still have the end of the boom land on the gallows frame.  
I have prepared a complete description of the step by step instructions for making this conversion.  Be sure to read them and understand the steps so that the job will go easily. 

The chainplates will be attached with the top hole just above the caprail, and angled to match the backstay.  Initially only one hole with a carriage bolt will secure the chainplates to the hull.  Teak wedges are provided to match the gap between the chainplate and the hull under the rubrail.

The two short backstay legs will be attached to the chainplates, and the upper ends to the triangular plate.  Above this plate will be the existing turnbuckle, and a supplied Staloc cone to attach to the backstay after it is cut to fit.

Once the backstay is attached, and snugged up, the chainplates can be aligned with the backstay, and the other holes drilled, the chainplates bolted to the hull, and the backstay tightened up.

Then you will need to raise the boom with the topping lift and mark the boom for cutoff to clear the backstay and yet still rest on the gallows.  Depending on the clearance you need, and the location of the gallows and boom hardware, you can make the cut on either end of the boom.  To minimize the cutting of the foot of an existing mainsail, use an outhaul car that is reversed, with the sail clew attachment pin aft, and the pulley forward.  This will give a few more inches of sail foot length.  Your sail​maker should be able to locate one of these for you.

Split backstay hardware - 2 chainplates with fasteners, teak wedges, triangle plate, 2 backstay 

wire legs with fittings swaged on, Staloc eye fitting for end of backstay wire, and installation 

instructions --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  $ 640.00
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