BIMINIS    DODGERS   AND   HARDTOPS

BIMINI TOP FOR SAILING

In the tropics it is important to have shade while sailing, as well as in port.  To install a bimini that can be used while sailing with the mainsheet on the boomkin or across the cabintop, it can be attached to the boom gallows frame, and extend forward to attach to the dodger frame.  If you do not use a dodger, another alternative is to extend the lifeline stanchions by the cockpit up to the desired height of the bimini, and put a three way socket fitting on the end.  This will permit tubes to be run across the deck, and aft to the boom gallows wood.  A piece of acrilan can be made up to create a sailing awning.

If you have a mainsheet traveler across the bridgedeck, then a bimini would have to be complete​ly supported by the boom gallows.  A frame attached to the gallows bar and made from tubing, with braces down to the gallows frame leg, and canvas across the tubing would seem to me to be the way to do it.

DODGERS

Since there are many designs for a dodger, and each boat has its unique problems because of previously installed equipment, it is best to have a local canvas maker fit one to your boat.  I do have pictures available of some that have been made.  The better ones have handholds built into the frame to have something to grab hold of when going forward, and also a brace extending from the aft legs down to the cabin back to give the frame rigidity.  The cabin back fittings should have release pins in them to be able to fold the dodger down.  A number of dodgers have also been built with removable bimini top, sides and aft ends to form a cockpit enclosure.

HARDTOPS

There are a few manufacturers that make fiberglass hardtops, attached to the tube frames, similar to the ones used for a fabric dodger.  These can also have fabric installed around the front and sides.
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