REPLACEMENT TURNBUCKLES

New industry standard turnbuckles are available from Worldcruiser, with either a bronze finish or a chrome bronze finish open center body.  In either case, the threaded ends are stainless steel with a forged tee, and a strap toggle end, with clevis pin.  If you need to replace only parts of your turnbuckles, the center bodies, or the right or left hand threaded toggle ends are available.  The left hand thread is normally attached to the chainplate, and the right hand thread to the wire.  A right hand thread turns clockwise to screw it in.  A left hand thread turns counter-clockwise to screw it in.  

On many of the Westsail boats a stainless steel center body was used that was made by a local manufacturer in Southern California.  These turnbuckles have a round center body with a hex area in the center, and long open slots on both ends of the center body.  There has been a prob​lem with these bodies, in that the slots were machined very close to the ends of the body, and many have cracked from the slot to the end of the body due to crevice corrosion of the stainless steel.  If you have this type of turnbuckle on the boat, keep a very careful check on the condition of the barrels, or better yet, replace the barrels.
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Many of the boats also had Navtec turnbuckles.  These have a center thread, rather than a center body, and the ends are barrels with internal threads, and toggle ends.  The center thread has a stainless steel square part in the middle, between the left and right hand threads.  Some were made with an all stainless steel center thread, and Navtec has had many failures of these turnbuck​les, due to corrosion of the thread where it meets the stainless square part in the joint between the left and right hand threads.  If you have this design turnbuckle, and the center threads are bronze, then they are usually fine.  If however, the threads are stainless, they are subject to failure, and should be replaced with a bronze center thread.

                                                                 Navtec turnbuckles
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                                                       Industry standard turnbuckle

Keep the turnbuckles threads lubricated with a good grade of waterproof grease, such as Lanocote, and try running the thread in and out once a year to make sure they are not seized up.  Keep good cotter pins on all of the turnbuckles to prevent them from turning after they are properly adjusted.

Prices:

Standard 1/2" chrome bronze open barrel turnbuckle with SS toggle ends ---------------------     95.00

Standard turnbuckle barrel only - 1/2" chrome bronze open body ------------------------------       42.00

Standard turnbuckle stainless steel toggle end with clevis pin - 1/2", specify left or right 

  hand thread ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      28.00 

Navtec turnbuckle parts --------------------------------------------------------------------------------    inquire
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