AUTOPILOT INSTALLATION ON WESTSAIL 32

A tiller operated autopilot will work well on the Westsail 32, and many owners use a Simrad TP-32  tillerpilot.  Dave King also had good luck using a new Raymarine SPX-5 tiller pilot on his single handed victory in the race from San Francisco to Hawaii in 2010.

Despite the instructions as to the installation location on most of the tiller mounted autopilots, it should be moved further forward on the tiller to gain more force, with less movement.  The recommendation is usually to mount the pilot 18" ahead of the rudder.  Since the rudder on the Westsail 32 is tilted aft, then use the waterline location where the rudder leaves the water as the starting point for measuring the 18", and not where the tiller is attached to the rudder.  The outboard end should be mounted on the caprail, just about where it starts to dip down.  It can also be attached to the leg of the boom gallows, which is at about the same position.  A 5" to 6" extension of the drive rod will be required, which can be obtained from the makers of the autopi​lots.  For the Simrad TP-32 autopilot, order the PRE-150 extension with it.

If you have one of the Tillermaster autopilots, the company is no longer in business, and the shop that used to service them is no longer around.  I do have a copy of the original installation and service manual if you need a copy. 
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  Caprail mount of Simrad TP-32 autopilot on W32        Alternate mount on boom gallows of W32
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