FIBERGLASS RUDDER GUDGEONS

Fiberglass gudgeons were used on most of the Westsail 32's, and all of the Westsail 28's.  They have proved to be very strong, with virtually no problems.  I can supply the 1-1/4" bronze pin that was used with the fiberglass gudgeon, however the mold for the gudgeons themselves is no longer available.  If you want to make some, here is the procedure.

1. Mark the location on the hull that corresponds with the three pin slots in the rudder.

2. If you are replacing old gudgeons, fill all holes with epoxy putty and smooth over.

3. Using filament wound fiberglass tube that fits the bronze pins, cut the tube in three pieces, the lengths of the slots in the rudder.  Slip them onto a waxed PVC pipe or wood dowel, and clamp to the stern of the boat where the gudgeons would be.  The edge of the tubes should be approximately 1-3/4" from the stern of the hull.  Mark the outline of the gudgeons on the hull with a felt marker pen.

4. Tape clear plastic sheets to the hull to protect it, then remove the pipe and fiberglass tubes.

5. Layup two layers of mat and roving against the hull and trim to the marked lines.

6. Re-clamp the pipe in place, with edge of the tubes just touching the fiberglass layup.  Fill in the gap between the tubes and the gudgeon layup with small pieces of mat and roving.

7. Bond over the tubes with 3 or 4 more layers of mat and roving, trimming to the marked lines.

8. Remove the gudgeons, trim and grind smooth, then drill holes to bolt them to the hull with bronze bolts.  Install with lots of caulking.

9. Install the rudder with the bronze pins, with plastic washer top and bottom of each pin between the rudder pocket and the gudgeon to take up any vertical play.

If you have an experienced person doing the fiberglassing, this job can be accomplished in less than a day, and on the second day they can be trimmed, bolted, and the rudder hung.

Rudder pintal pins – W28 – 1” x 10” bronze with fasteners -------------------------- each ---- $ 140.00
Rudder pintal pins – W32 – 1-1/4” x 1-1/2” bronze with fasteners ------------------ each ---   $ 150.00
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