BOOM VANG AND PREVENTER

To properly control and adjust the shape of the mainsail, a boom vang is almost a necessity.  The system consists of a four part block and tackle with snap shackles and a cam cleat on the lower block, and is attached from a boom bail to down on deck.  The deck location can either be on the aft side of the base of the mast for a single point attachment, or on the aft lower chainplates on both sides for a dual attachment.  The main advantage for the dual attachment is that it better controls the shape of the mainsail, and also serves as a preventer to hold the boom in the event of a jibe.  The disadvantage is that it must be slacked off before tacking, moved to the opposite side after the tack, and then re-tightened.  The center position aft of the mast needs only to be slacked off before tacking, then re-tightened after the tack.

The boom bail should be located 7' to 8' aft of the mast.  A 1/2" hole is drilled in the boom, and a compression tube cut about 1/16" wider than the boom.  The bail is installed with a 5/16" bolt and locknut, then the excess threads can cut off.

For the single point attachment, use a deck pad on the mast step just behind the mast.  This can be attached with long self-tapping screws, or with long 1/4" bolts, washers, and cap nuts.

For the dual point attachment, use two 1/2" stainless steel D shackles on the aft chainplates.  Loosen the aft lower turnbuckles, pull out the pin holding them to the chainplates, and replace the pin with the shackle with the loop of the shackle facing aft.  Wire the shackle pin shut with a piece of stainless safety wire.

Boom Vang Tackle Kit - consisting of fiddle blocks with snap shackles and cam

   locks with 45' of 7/16" braided line spliced on, boom bail, (2) D Shackles, W28/W32 ---- $ 230.00

Boom Vang only - fiddle blocks with snap shackles and cam locks with 45’ of  7/16" 

   braided dacron line spliced on, W28/W32 ---------------------------------------------------------   195.00

Bail with compression tube, bolt and locknut - specify width of boom --------------------------     25.00

Heavy duty deck pad with fasteners – specify type of fastening ------------------------------------   25.00

Cheek block for centerline deck pad --------------------------------------------------------------------   36.00
Two 1/2" stainless steel D shackles ----------------------------------------------------------------------  30.00
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