SEACOCKS AND REPLACEMENT CONES

The seacocks on most of the Westsail boats are made by Groco, and they have a rubber cone in them that can be replaced if necessary.  To operate these seacocks, it is necessary to loosen the tee handle a turn or two before rotating the seacock handle itself.  A slight amount of water will drip while the tee handle is loose.  After the seacock handle is turned, tighten up the tee handle again to seal the rubber cone.  The tee handle should be tightened up just enough to stop the leaking.  Over tightening of the tee handle is bad for the rubber cones.  These rubber cones should be greased at every haulout.  

To remove the cone, loosen the two screws on the side plate next to the handle, and remove the plate and handle.  You may have to use small vise grips on the rounded screw heads to get them loose.  The rubber cone is bonded to the handle.  Spray it with lubricant and rock the handle back and forth while pulling on the handle to get the rubber cone out of the seacock body.  There is a bronze push plate inside the seacock body that pushes against the cone when the tee handle is turned.  Make sure it is in place when reassembling the seacock.  It is a good idea to replace the two round head slotted screws that hold the side plate with hex bolts, as they are easier to remove with a small 7/16" box wrench.  Trim off any bumps with a sharp razor blade and lubricate the rubber cone with a good non-oil based lubricant. 

Unfortunately, at the present time, Groco is not supplying any replacement cones.  From time to time, I have been able to locate good used seacocks and cones.  Sometimes I have some available, but you need to contact me to see if I have any of the size you need.  

Most of the seacocks in the boat are the 1-1/2" size, except for the engine and head inlet, which were usually 3/4".  Many of the boats have an engine seawater strainer that is part of the seacock, and these are also made by Groco, and use the same design cone.  Check to verify the size of the seacock that the strainer is attached to.

New ball type seacocks are available in ¾” and 1-1/2” sizes.  Buck Algonquin and Spartan both make these ball type seacocks.  The ones made by Spartan have almost the same mounting hole pattern as the original seacocks, so they would make a good choice for a replacement, however they are very expensive. The Buck Algonquin ones have a three-bolt mounting, and are more reasonably priced.

Replacement cone and handle for 3/4" seacock, with hex bolts ---------------------------------  inquire

Replacement cone and handle for 1-1/2" seacock, with hex bolts ------------------------------   inquire

¾” ball type seacock with flange to mount to hull ------------------------------------------------   $ 40.00 
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1-1/2” ball type Buck Algonquin seacock with flange to mount to hull -----------------------   $ 99.00
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