SCUPPER DRAIN TUBES

On most of the Westsails 2" diameter spun brass scupper drain tubes were used for deck drains.  Over the years the brass has cracked on many of them, causing leaks into the boat.  There are no replacement brass or bronze tubes available similar to the cast bronze hawse pipes, however I do have a 2" outside diameter filament wound fiberglass tube that will do the job.  It is not too difficult a job to replace the brass scupper tubes with the fiberglass ones, and because they are made of fiberglass, they can be properly bonded to the hull and should last the lifetime of the boat.  

Remove the spun brass ones and clean off all the old caulking.  In many cases, the teak rubrail covers over part of the outside flange.  Use a sharp wood chisel and undercut the bottom of the rubrail to clear the flange on the tube.  With care, you should not have to cut into the outer face of the rubrail, and the undercut will not be seen.  Clean out the inside of the holes with a drum sander or a round file so that the fiberglass tube will slip thru.  Mark the tubing while in place for the exact length, then pull out and cut off, smooth the ends and round the inside edges.  Mark which hole each fits into.  You may want to leave the outside bottom edge of the tube extending slightly beyond the hull, so as the dripping water will tend to fall away, rather than run down the side of the hull and staining the gelcoat.  You might also want to make up plastic or formica washers to go around the outside to cover the old screw holes.  These can be installed with a spot of caulking.

If you did not previously have the tubes installed, then it is necessary to drill new holes.  Drill the inside one with the bottom edge just touching the sloped bottom to assure complete drainage of the well with no trapped water.  Drill the one on the hull with the top edge just under the rubrail.  Use a 2" hole saw with a 1/4" drill for a pilot and start the holes from both ends in the correct location.  Before drilling thru with the hole saw, use a long 1/4" pilot rod and align the hole saw hole using the 1/4" pilot thru to the opposite hole as a guide.  This will insure the correct angle for the hole so the tube will fit.

Mix up some white epoxy putty, such as Marinetex or Permalite, and coat the edges of the hole and slip the tube in place.  From inside between the bulwarks fill in a bead of epoxy putty with your finger to seal the tube in place.  From the outside fill in any cracks between the tube and the hole.  

Scrape off any excess on the outside with a putty knife just as the epoxy gets firm but before it really hardens.  Touchup the gelcoat if necessary to finish the job, or install plastic or formica washers.

The fiberglass tube is supplied in two 8” pieces, so cut each one in half with a hack saw into the lengths needed for each hole.

COSTS:

2" diameter fiberglass tubing - for 4 drains ----------------------------------------------------- $ 32.00

Sufficient epoxy putty for 4 drain tubes ---------------------------------------------------------    25.00

                       
[image: image3.png]


                                   [image: image2.jpg]



February, 2020                                                 C – 2  
[image: image1]