BALLAST

Most of the early Westsail 32 boats built were ballasted with 2000 pounds of lead pigs and 5000 pounds of steel punchings, cast in place with fiberglass resin, then bonded over with two layers of mat and roving.  Some boats had 5500 pounds of steel, and of course some had all lead instead of a combination of lead and steel.  These used lead shot as the last 5000 pounds.  

In late 1974 Westsail made up molds to cast the lead in three large blocks, which were put in the hull, and the spaces around them filled with resin.  Displace​ment was considered to be 20,000 pounds, with the boat floating just above the lower waterline mark when light.  Most people put in an additional 2,000 to 3,000 pounds of gear and supplies, and the boats floated with the boot top submerged.  Many owners have raised the boot top by the width of the stripe.

On the Westsail 32 you can usually tell which ballasting arrangement was done by the space below the small hatch in the forward cabin.  If the ballast level is up close to the floor, say about 2" or less, it is the combination lead and steel ballast.  If the space is about 4", it is the all lead ballast, using pigs and lead shot, cast in place with resin.  If you can see the V of the hull below the hatch, you have the three piece cast lead ballast in the boat.

The Westsail 42's were primarily ballasted with 10,000 pounds of steel punchings, encapsulated with resin, and bonded over.  Some of the boats were ballasted with lead pigs and lead shot if ordered that way.  Sometimes a piece of plywood was put on top of the ballast prior to bonding over.  There is no real way to determine which ballasting arrangement was used on the Westsail 42.

Most of the Westsail 43's were ballasted with 10,000 pounds of lead pigs and lead shot.

All of the Westsail 28's were ballasted with lead.  The first few Westsail 28's were ballasted with 3500 pounds of lead, but it proved to not be enough ballast, so then 4200 pounds was used.  This changed the displacement of 9500 pounds shown on the first brochures to 13,500 pounds which was on the later brochures.  The waterline stripe was also raised, as the boat sat 4" deeper in the water, and changed the draft from 4' to 4'-4".

There have been some owners noting rusty water in the bilge, and this may be from a fracture in the layers of fiberglass bonded over the ballast.  It would be a good idea to clean out the bilges, and seal any fractures with epoxy resin or putty, and paint the bilge area with epoxy resin to prevent water intrusion.
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